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Columbia cops "cutback" 



South African mines attack 
black mine workers 


The mine workers strike in 
South Africa continued for three 
long weeks, despite the firings of 
tens of thousands of workers and 
increasingly violent attacks by armed 
guards and South African police 
forces aimed at driving more of 
them back to work. 

In South Africa it is legal for 
mining companies to fire workers 
for striking (Guess who makes the 
labor laws in South Africa. Hint: 
Black mine workers aren't even allow¬ 
ed to vote.) The mines also employ 
private armies (eiphemistically called 
"security forces") to intimidate the 
mine workers through attacks with 
tear gas and rubber bullets, among 
other methods. 

As usual, accounts of the strike 
in the U.S. media have been highly 
biased against the strikers. Locally 
the Columbia Daily Tribune (notable 
for its own fair labor history!) has 
followed this lead with such objective 
reporting as the following description 
of a miner's death from the Asso¬ 
ciated Press: 

Johannesburg Consolidatd 
Investments said a strike 
supporter was killed last 
night at its Western Areas 
gold mine in western Transvaal 
province by "disgruntled wor¬ 
kers who had become thorough¬ 
ly disgusted at attempts to 
prevent them from working." 

Not only was this obviously biased 
statment by the mining company 
allowed to stand alone, unchallenged 
by the striking miner's version of 
the incident, but it gives the im¬ 
pression that to the Associated 
Press it must be perfectly natural 
to kill someone who "attempts to 
prevent [you] from working," re¬ 
gardless of the circumstances in¬ 


volved (since none are indicated). 
Other news coverage of the strike 
has been equally oriented towards 
portraying the strikers as the "bad 
guys" in the labor dispute, despite 
the despicable conditions they are 
forced to live and work and (for 
800 of them last year) die in. 

It's too bad we can't arrange to 
have a few of the privileged western 
reporters and news managers trade 
places with some of the black South 
African miners for a few years. 
Then you can bet if they were still 
alive, they'd achieve a sudden under¬ 
standing of the actual situation 
faced by the miners! -Lev Qiernyi 


As reported in the last issue of 
Anarchy, Columbia's city bureaucrats 
and its tree-trimming mayor are 
less than enthused about the city’s 
current voluntary recycling program. 
The program has so far, despite 
minimal outreach and "advertising," 
attracted over 2,190 participants (in 
a city of about 60,000 population), 
yet is being threatened with elimina¬ 
tion in the future if it continues to 
cost the city money. 

The short-sighted nature of the 
politicians' and bureaucrats' cost¬ 
accounting is of course obvious to 
anyone with any sort of ecological 
consciousness. As Boone County 
residents learned recently when a 
new city landfill was created, all 
the trash from our wasteful industrial 
society has to go somewhere. And 
that inevitably means it'll end up 
in someone's back yard, like it or 
not. 

Although it doesn't deal with 


Locally there's a little good 
news on the personal freedom front. 
Not that there've been any positive 
breakthroughs since last years 
"shirtless picnic." Rather, in the 
coming year we can expect just a 
little less interference from those 
foes of liberty, the city cops. 

It seems that their number is 
being thinned a bit by "budgetary 
restraints"." After years of unopposed 
increases in police manpower and 
increasing amounts of city money 
being thrown down the department's 
rathole, the cops are going to have 
to start settling for a little more 
ground beef and a little less steak. 

According to the highly objective 
and diligently non-self serving police 
officers association "Columbia resi¬ 
dents will not be safe in their homes 
next year if the proposed police 
budget reducctions are allowed to 
pass" (Columbia Daily Tribune). 
However this assessment is not 
only wrong on two counts, its just 
plain ludicrous. 

In the first place, there is no 
necessary relationship between the 
police budget (or even numbers of 
cops in the streets) and the personal 
safety of the population. Quite often 
it has been demonstrated that as 
laws, cops, courts, and prisons in¬ 
crease in number, the number of 
"crimes" actually tend to increase. 
In fact, even in police states (un¬ 
doubtedly, the ideal of the police 
officers association), crime of one 
sort or another usually runs ranpant. 
In reality, other non-police factors 
have a much higher correlation to 
levels of crime. Though, it's always 
hard for cops to accept this fact 
since it constitutes a severe blow 
to their fragile egos and their ridi¬ 
culously idealized self-image. 

In the second place, the police 
budget isn't, in fact, slated to be 
"reduced." Rather, the budget increase 
just isn't going to keep up with 
the increased costs of keeping the 
current number of cops in uniform 
and out in the streets protecting 
the property of the rich and keeping 


any of the other problems created 
by our society’s malignant wasteful¬ 
ness, at least the city’s recycling 
program has the virtues of (1) po¬ 
tentially eliminating a significant 
portion of the volume of trash which 
ends up in the city’s landfill, (2) 
potentially saving some of the energy 
and natural "resources" that would 
be used to create more paper, oil, 
glass and metal products from scratch 
rather than from these recycled 
materials, and (3) getting people 
involved in doing something about 
and thinking about (even if it is 
only in a rudimentary and mystified 
way) the massive amount waste our 
industrial system creates. 

In contrast to the local foot- 
dragging on this minimally "progres¬ 
sive" issue, it was surprising to see 
that the state government of New 
Jersey is being forced by circum¬ 
stances to initiate the nation's first 
Continued on page 19 


the more poor and marginal elements 
of this town in their places. 

In fact the department's budget 
is slated for an increase of $344,000 
next year. Hardly what most people 
would call a "cutback." The biggest 
catch, though, is that most of this 
increase will have to pay for a 
substantial increase in the police 
department's insurance rate from 
$52,124 to $323,343. And this is 
largely the result of the city's out- 
of-court settlement with the family 
of Kim Linzie for, reportedly, 
$200,000 to $250,000. 

Kim Linzie was an unarmed 19 
year old girl who was shot to death 
in a hail of bullets by a gang of 
Columbia's "finest" in 1985. It's 
only now that the department is 
finally having to pay for that trig¬ 
ger-happy binge. But better the 
city’s money go to Kim's family 
than to the arming of more legal 
murderers. It's just a shame that 
her family didn't get a bigger set¬ 
tlement and the cops a bigger shaft 
from the city administration. -Lev 
Qiemyi 

Addendum: Unfortunately for the 
citizens of Columbia, the news that 
our local enforcers were going to 
be significantly "cut back" was too 
good to be true. The city council 
(primarily composed of well-off, if 
not downright rich, white males) 
has unsurprisingly decided that keep¬ 
ing their hired guns happy is more 
important to them than funding the 
"social service" programs that might 
marginally benefit some of those 
among the city's relatively poor 
population. After all, how many 
city council members ever need to 
ride a bus, or eat in a soup kitchen, 
or live in subsidized housing? 
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U.S. Navy shoots 
down Air Force 

The rivalry between branches of 
the U.S. military has apparently 
heated up recently, with a U.S. 
Navy fighter jet pilot shooting down 
a U.S. Air Force Phantom jet during 
"exercises" over Greece. The Air 
Force pilot and co-pilot both ejected 
safely. But reasons for the downing 
of the Air Force jet, which occurred 
on September 22nd, were not ex¬ 
plained by the spokesman for the 
U.S. Armed Forces European Com¬ 
mand who announced the incident. 

Perhaps the Navy pilot was merely 
nearsighted and mistook the Phantom 
for a Russian Mig? Surely firing an 
air-to-air missile under such circum¬ 
stances could only be an honest 
error. 

Or maybe the incident was pro¬ 
voked. Could the Air Force pilot 
have fired his afterburners in a 
tasteless display of snobbish super- 
iority over Navy men? If so, he 
probably deserved to be shot down. 

But whatever the truth of the 
matter, it surely ended all in good 
clean fun. And it only cost U.S. 
taxpayers a few million of their 
inflated dollars. -Lev Qiemyi 

Support the rich 

We all know that the poor, 
blacks, gays and other minorities 
frequently are discriminated against 
by all the assholes in positions of 
power. And many people also realize 
that this discrimination is accoirpa- 
nied by a consistently applied "re¬ 
verse discrimination" in favor of 
the rich, whites, heterosexuals and 
other privileged groups. The saddest 
part of this phenomenon, though, is 
that the vast majority of the popu¬ 
lation is consistently duped by the 
powers-that-be into a misplaced 
concern and scapegoating of the 
very minorities that are discriminated 
against most, while the rich bastards 
who line their pockets at our expense 
all go merrily along their ways 
with at most an occasional slap on 
the wrist from the media (and hardly 
ever any criminal charges, much 
less convictions). 

When the subject of "welfare 
cheats" comes up, every politician 
and all the other bigots for miles 
around fall over each other trying 
to bleat out "law 'n order" louder 
than the rest. If a "welfare mother" 
lies about the number of children 
she is supporting in order to try to 

you're 


obtain a little more liveable income, 
she will usually be assured of re¬ 
ceiving the full penalty of the law, 
plus a little extra harassment and 
the contempt of all "good-citizens" 
for her efforts. While the case of a 
rich and powerful white male almost 
always ensures preferential treatment, 
or at worst a saccharine respect 
for his hurt feelings at being caught 
and exposed in his crimes. 

Here in Missouri we recently 
got to see one of the rare cases 
when one of the rich and powerful 
club actually had a few of his crimes 
publicized. Of course he didn't have 
to suffer any of the indignities, or 
punishments any poor black would 
have had to automatically face, but 
that's only to be expected as long 
as his kind are the ones making 
and enforcing all the rules of the 
game. 

Arthur Mallory, "a pillar of the 
community," recently resigned as 
Missouri Commissioner of Education 
after being caught repeatedly shop¬ 
lifting liquor from a supermarket. 
Since the poor man only made 
$70,000 a year, though, of course 
all charges were dropped so he 
wouldn't have to face an expensive 
legal battle which someone in his 
tax bracket could ill afford. Hell, 
he might even have been forced to 
sell off a few of his most lucrative 
stocks and bonds if the supermarket 
owner hadn't been of an "under¬ 
standing" sort (i.e. one who "under- 
stands" that shoplifting laws are 
there to put the poor in jail, not 
to harass the underprivileged rich). 
That's our system of "justice" at 
work—keeping the poor poor and 
making sure the rich damn well stay 
that way. -Lev Chemyi 

Papal insanity 

And you thought Ayatollah 
Khomeini was crazy over there in 
Iran! What are we to make of a 
grown man who has the guts to 
stand up on a stage in front of 
hundreds of thousands of Americans 
and claim that he is God's personal 
representative on earth? Can this 
man be living on the same earth as 
we are? Why isn't he in a mental 
institution with all the other religious 
loonies? He's the Pope you say? 
We 11 then I'm the fucking Madonna. 

In a sane world his preposterous 
charade would be laughed off the 
streets by all of the 3 or 4 folks 
who happened to be walking by as 
he blathered his schizoid ramblings 
about the Holy Spirit, birth control 



and the sacredness of private pro¬ 
perty. In a sane world you couldn't 
find a hundred people who would 
want to stand around and watch 
this clown drive by—much less a 
hundred thousand—even if he was 
as clever with his monologue as 
Johnny Carson's gagwriters. 

Why anyone on this earth can 
even stomach the thought of believ¬ 
ing in this drooling, doddering, 
shrive lied-tp old fool is a question 
psychologists should be doing inten¬ 
sive research on. Being a Christian 
is bad enough, but admitting to 
being a Catholic these days should 


by all rights be as shameful as 
admitting you've just contracted a 
case of Syphilis from a monkey. 

As long as masses of people 
continue to be gullible enough to 
swallow such fairy tales as gospel 
truth, we've got about as much 
chance of getting out of the world's 
current mess as the sheep down at 
the slaughterhouse have of escaping 
their own deaths. Those with any 
sanity left who want to show up 
for Papal visits will come armed 
with rotten tomatoes and condom 
water-balloons. -Lev Qiemyi 


Peace Studies invests in the military 


Though University of Missouri 
officials refuse to admit it directly, 
funds donated to the university's 
Peace Studies program have appar¬ 
ently been invested in "defense 
contractors" ("war contractors" would 
be more accurate) and in corporations 
which do business in South Africa, 
thus supporting the apartheid system 
there. 

Though this could be seen as 



from WILDCAT COMIX, published by Freedom Press, England 


an insult to the Peace Studies pro¬ 
gram, it actually has no direct re¬ 
lation to it. By now it should be 
obvious to everyone that the univer¬ 
sity has about as much connection 
to peace as the KGB and FBI have 
to justice. One only has to look at 
the long list of war-related grants, 
the on-campus ROTC zombies, and 
the privileged position occupied by 
military recruiters and militarist 
speakers on campus to realize where 
its real commitments and loyalties 
lie. In a country whose goal is world 
conquest and domination it would 
be foolish to expect large institutions 
like state universities to march out 
of step with a major source of 
funding and a major focus of ideo¬ 
logical propaganda. 

Now that we're well past 1984, 
it should come as no surprise that 
an investment in "peace" is actually 
an investment in war. Just as invest¬ 
ments in "freedom" can only continue 
to enslave us. Those who want to 
work for peace will have to look 
elsewhere than to the university. 
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government? 


Joseph Sobran, a nationally 
syndicated right-wing columnist, 
recently had one of his columns 
published under the title, "Half 
humankind is living with illegitimate 
government" (Cbhmbia Ddly Mbwe, 
Sept. 12, 1987). Though as any 
anarchist could tell you, he's only 
half right! 

Unfortunately, this pinhead 
columnist (though, in actuality its 
an insult to Zippy to call Sobran a 
"pinhead," since Zippy is so much 
more logical and coherent) is too 
blind to see the undeniable conclu¬ 
sions that must be drawn from his 
own arguments. Without fail, Cold 
Warriors like Sobran (who could 
more accurately be called "fanatical 
anti-Communists") insist with un¬ 
swerving conviction that all Oonmu- 
nist governments are by definition 
"illegitimate," without, of course, 
ever considering why non-Oomnunist 
governments should be exempt from 
the same standards of judgement. 

Speaking in particular of 
Nicaragua, Sobran addresses his 
criticism towards liberals who, he 
says, insist that "Communism is a 
legitimate form of government," 
though you'd be hard-pressed to 
find any "liberal" politicians who 
would defend such a notion. Sobran 
is concerned that because a few rich 
white slave-owners and aristocratic 
intellectuals once signed a document 
called the Declaration of Indepen¬ 
dence, that the legitimacy of all 
governments should be evaluated by 
how well they emulate its rhetoric. 



President Daniel Ortega of Nicaragua gives a recent speech. 
What makes the U.S. Government any more legitimate? 


says. But the real underlying purpose war with an essentially fascist mer- 
was to secure larger profits and cenary force, but which is threatened 

greater wealth and power for the daily with invasion by the most 

richest white men in the colonies, powerful, and most ruthless military 
a fact which Sobran refuses to machine on the planet, 
mention. ( Do you think that might Sobran is also touchingly con- 

be because he's just another rich cerned that the Nicaraguan govem- 
fat white man?) ment has "eliminated" religious free- 

Sobran is patronizingly concerned 


dom. Though, once again, he won't 
mention the fact that the Catholic 
church hierarchy (the majority reli¬ 
gion in Nicaragua) has all but openly 
sided with the invading mercenary 
army. How far would those Americans 
who wanted to openly practice the 
Shinto religion in the U.S. have 
gotten during WWII? I'll give you a 
hint. Even those Japanese- 
Americans who were willing to spit 
on a Shinto shrine were rounded up 
and put in concentration camps by 
the "legitimate" U.S. government. 

Sobran explains that the reason 
some U.S. liberals act as though 
the current Nicaraguan regime is 
legitimate is that "the animals are 
being treated kindly. That's what 
people are under communism: ani¬ 
mals." Maybe he's right, but it's 
hard to tell the difference between 
here and there. Let Sobran try 
taking the blinders off his face and 
the bridle out of his mouth in order 
to see and tell the truth about the 
U.S. government for a change, and 
let's watch how long any establish¬ 
ment newspaper would continue to 
print his column. 

But we don't have to worry 
about that happening. He'll continue 
writing with his blinders freely 
kept in place, and with the bridle 
willingly in his mouth. He's being 
fed all the hay he needs. And he's 
got a dry barn roof over his head. 
And besides, he's just too stupid to 
notice where he is, or what he's 
doing. 


that the Nicaraguan government has 
"eliminated" freedom of the press. 


Pirate radio closed down 


In fact, he is so concerned that he 


ignores the undeniable fact that, 
even with the current press restric¬ 
tions there, the Nicaraguan press is 
far freer than it was when the U.S. 


Barcelona's flourishing network 
of independent local and pirate 
radio stations has been closed down 


remaining anarchist pirate station 
in Spain is Valencia's Radio Liber- 
taria. 


Never mind that those who declared client government under Somoza 

their "independence" from Britain was in power. And for that matter, 

certainly didn't have any intention Nicaraguans to this day remain far 

of also declaring the independence more free to express seditious views 

of their women, hired hands or than their counterparts in the U.S. 

laborers, much less that of any of were during World War II (the only 

the other slaves under their power. remotely comparable situation to 

The ostensible purpose of govern- Nicaragua's which has occured re- 

ment according to the Declaration cently in the U.S.). And it should 

of Independence may have been "to be remembered that this is the case 

secure natural rights" as Sobran i n a tiny nation that is not only at 

"Don't register to die" 

After numerous visits to the I proceeded to write over my 

local Post Office (in Long Beach, erased message a simple "NEVER!" 
CA.) for various personal business, and crossed out the "Ask clerk..." 
I noticed that there was a draft instructions, which have yet to be 
registration display and my adrenalin replaced. I finished off this battle 
began flowing as I felt compelled with all the Selective Service cards 
to respond. I began by writing torn in two and an anonymous mes- 

"DON'T REGISTER TO DIE." on a sage to the military placed on the 

blank area of the display. I also Post Office entrance. This action 

undertook lifting the entire pile of costs the Selective Slavery Scum 

registration cards. This action I have financially (without the desired 

repeated since; it only took four or results) and sends an unmistakable 

five times before they got the mes- message to both the Post Office 

sage. and the S.S. 

Soon thereafter I entered the Official instructions for postal 

Post Office to find my initial mes- workers read as follow: "Registration 

sages whited out, certainly a disap- forms,...must be available in each 

pointment, as is always the case lobby unless experience has proven 

when a graffiti artist finds her/his more security is required. The Di^>lay 

messages covered over. However, on box 45 need not be used where an 

further examination, to my delight office has experienced continued 

I found that the actual registration vandalism or destruction of the 

cards had been removed, and in Display Box or forms..." —an anonym 

their slot was a sign reading, "Ask mous anarchist (Source: Resistance 

clerk for forms." News, POB 42488, S.F., CA. 94142) 


by the Generalitat, the "autonomous" 
Catalan government in northeastern 
Spain. This includes Radio Pica, the 
famous anarchist pirate station which 
has become something of a local 
institution. A year and a half ago 
the Generalitat announced that all 
radio stations would have to secure 
licenses, but that this would only 
be a formality. Then the GmeraliXat 
seemingly forgot about the whole 
business until mid-January of this 
year when it sent squads of uni¬ 
formed Mossos Tf Esquadra (local 
Catalan police) to all the stations. 
Inventories of their equipment were 
made and their premises were sealed 
off. 

Apart from Radio Pica, this move 
has affected dozens of small local 
stations providing a variety of music 
and excellent local coverage of 
news, including Northwest Barcelona's 
Radio 10 which used to broadcast 
anarchist news reports on one of 
its programs. All of these stations 
were run by unpaid volunteers. In¬ 
terestingly, the only unlicensed 
station to be allowed to return to 
the airwaves was Radio Tele-Taxi, 
which sells advertising. 

The city was covered with graffiti 
protesting the closures (especially of 
Radio Pica) , but the Generalitat has 
said only that it will wraMw grant¬ 
ing licenses to some stations. There 
is speculation that the shutdown of 
these stations may be part of the 
Catalan government's preparations 
for the 1992 Olympics which are to 
take place in Barcelona. The only 


In February the Radio Pica crew 

Continued on page 7 
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Berlin anarchists greet Reagan 


Anarchy notes 


On the night before President 
Reagan's visit on June 12th, hundreds 
of anti-American protesters battled 
riot police, looted stores, broke 
windows and erected burning barri¬ 
cades in the streets of West Berlin. 
According to U.S. media reports 
more than 1,000 "anarchists," dressed 
in black woolen hoods, black leather 
jackets and black boots, broke out 
of a rally of over 25,000 people 
and hurled rocks, bottles, and bags 
of paint at police who were protect¬ 
ing a posh department store on the 
elegant Kurfuerstendamn Boulevard. 

Police with helmets and shields 
charged into the crowds with clubs 
and fired tear gas to disperse them. 

The fighting flared at the close 
of a four-hour rally that had been 
called by some 150 groups. The 
rally was marked by chants of "U.S. 
Genocide!" and "Police are dirt!" 

Some witnesses reported seeing 
a few firebombs flung at the cops. 
Police in turn waded into the rioters 
and arrested dozens during the 
fighting. The cops reported a total 
of 50 arrests in the battle after 
the rally. There were no immediate 
official figures of casualties, but 
witnesses reported seeing three 
demonstrators and one cop injured. 
Those numbers were expected to 
increase as sporadic fighting con¬ 
tinued into the night, but we have 

Korean 

In August of this year the fourth 
conference of the Korean Federation 
of Anarchists met at Keimyeong 
University and Anui High School in 
the southern Korean city of Taegu. 
Taegu was chosen for the site of 
the conference because of its asso¬ 
ciation with the True Friend League 
which was organized there in Sep¬ 
tember 1925. 

The True Friend League, the 
first known anarchist organization 
in Korea, was an underground groip 
involved in an attenpted assassination 
of the Japanese emperor—Korea 
was then under the ruthless domi¬ 
nation of Japan. The league worked 
with the Japanese Black Youth League 
and the Eastern Anarchist Federation 
of Korean residents of Shanghai, 
China. 

The suppression of the True 
Friend League was followed by the 
formation of the Mutual Aid Society, 
which organized a public cooperative 
movement on Jeju (Cheju-ko) Island 
in 1927. Around the same time the 
Chungjoo Literacy Movement (a 
workers' literacy movement formed 
by anarchists) and the Yicheon 
Free Society were formed. There 
were also organizations of the Black 
Friend League formed in Ahnjoo, 
Chulsan, Dancheon and other regions. 

In November 1929 the first con¬ 
ference of the Korean Anarcho- 
Communist Federation was held in 
Pyongyang. Its organizers were 
imprisoned in 1931. 

Then with the collapse of Japanese 
power at the end of World War II, 
a second conference of Korean 
anarchists was held at Yongchoosa 
temple in Kyoungnam province in 
April 1946. This conference founded 
the Independent Labor League with 


been able to obtain no further in¬ 
formation. 

Witnesses said several stores 
were looted, including a liquor store 
and a jewelry shop, and a van and 
barricade were set ablaze. Some 
demonstrators dropped "tacklike" 
devices on the street to puncture 
the tires of police vehicles. 

In Kreuzberg, a poor workingclass 
district that has been a stronghold 
of the Berlin anarchist/autonomist 
movements, barricades were also 
burning in the streets. Organizers 
of the demonstrations claimed that 
80,000 people took part but "offical" 
estimates ranged from 25,000 to 
37,000 participants. 

"U.S.A., International Genocide 
Headquarters," read one banner 
carried by marchers. "Reagan is a 
Murderer," read another. "Murderer, 
Murderer," read a third. Protesters 
chanted anti-Reagan slogans and 
carried banners denouncing U.S. 
intervention in Central America, 
and the proposed "Star wars" space 
militarization system. 

Reagan's visit, following the 
rally and street battles, was confined 
to a part of the city near the Berlin 
wall (and far from the demonstration) 
that was defended by 10,000 cops. 
Normally only 1,500 police are on 
duty in the whole city. (Sources 
San Francisco Chronicle) 



"REAGAN IS A MURDERER!" 
-Berlin anarchists 


anarchists reorganize 


its three principles of autonomy, 
democracy, and unification (of nor¬ 
thern and southern Korea). The 
Independent Labor League was in 
turn crushed after the military cotp 
of General Park in 1961. 

Ten years later, when the ban 
on political activities in South Korea 
was lifted, a third conference was 
held in Jinkwansa temple in Seoul 
in June 1972. Some of those attending 
this conference founded the Demo¬ 
cratic Unification League, however 
this organization was also suppressed. 


Fifteen years after the last con¬ 
ference, conditions have finally 
allowed a fourth conference of 
Korean anarchists to be organized. 
The Korean Federation of Anarchists 
is currently concerned with esta¬ 
blishing its own journal, and pre¬ 
paring to hold an international semi¬ 
nar on world peace to be held next 
year. Its analysis of the current 
world situation is heavily influenced 
by the geo-political position of 
Korea, caught as it is in the center 
of Cold War politics, and in a process 


Thanks are due to Freddie Baer 
for this issue's front cover, the 
collage on page 27, and also for 
her help in soliciting the graphic 
collage on the back cover by Phil 
Lollar. 

My apologies are due to the 
journal Our Generation (Journals 
Dept, University of Toronto Press, 
5201 Dufferin St., Downsview, 
Ontario, Canada M3H 9Z9) for ne¬ 
glecting, after long hours of layout, 
to attribute to them the reprint of 
Murray Bookchin's "Towards a liber- 
tarian municipalism" which speared 
in the last issue of Anarchy (#13). 

My apologies also to those who 
wrote or subscribed recently. I have 
been having problems receiving and 
answering mail of late that I hope 
will be soon resolved. In case you 
don't realize it, just answering the 
correspondence to Anarchy, keepir^ 
the mailing lists ip> to date, and 
preparing the mailings seems like a 
full-time job at times. 

If Anarchy is to become a more 
regularly published, and more com¬ 
prehensive and interesting paper, I 
will need more consistent participa¬ 
tion from a larger number of people 
than presently contribute. If you'd 
like to help out, please drop me a 
note letting me know what your 
interests and abilities are, and how 
you'd like to get involved. I'm es¬ 
pecially interested in graphic 
artists, writers (short short stories, 
accounts of personal experiences 
involving social and political themes, 
as well as more "theoretically" 
oriented essays), typists and proof¬ 
readers, and anyone interested in 
helping with fund-raising or distri¬ 
bution. -Lev Qiemyi 


of industrialization which is leading 
it (especially South Korea) to become 
one of the more economically 
powerful of the Third World nations. 
(Source: Report of the Fourth Con¬ 
ference of the B q i e sen tatives of 
the Federation of the Anarchists in 
Korea) 



IXiring the recent anarchist gathering in Minneapolis an anarchist pauses to 
sculpture in the Federal Reserve h>nk Building plaza. 
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I. SETTING 


The Greek anarchist movement 
has a long history. But it is only 
in the last decade—since the 
fall of the military dictatorship 
in 1974—that it has gathered 
momentum and reached its pre¬ 
sent level of activity as a small, 
but relatively vigorous movement. 
My interest in learning more 
about the Greek movement re¬ 
sulted primarily from the sporadic 
reports of militant actions in 
the international anarchist press, 
accompanied by little or no 
background information. I was 
also interested because of the 
heavy U.S. connection with the 
recent history of Greece. I was 
intrigued enough to investigate 
more directly, and this article 
is largely the result of several 
talks with anarchists in Athens- 
-especially with Basil Karaplis. 
I have also relied upon corre¬ 
spondence, and general historical 
essays, as well as news reports 
from Black Flag (BM Hurricane, 
London WC1N 3XX, England), 
an anarchist paper which con¬ 
sistently covers the activities 
of the international movement. 

Ancient Greece 

As every school-age child is 
taught, ancient Greece has the 
distinction of being the "birth¬ 
place of democracy." Though of 
course democracy meant some¬ 
thing quite different to 5th 
century B.C. Athenians—some¬ 
thing in many ways more akin 
to contemporary anarchist vi¬ 
sions—than it does to most of 
us now. Interestingly, though, 

the rich philosophical and so¬ 
cial/political history of ancient 
Greece seems to have had little 
influence on the development of 
anarchist thought in Greece. 
Despite the obvious affinity of 
some modern anarchist theorists, 
most notably Murray Bookchin 
(some of whose books and essays 
have been translated into Greek), 
for the directly participatory 
social and political forms deve¬ 
loped there, contenporary Greek 
anarchists appear relatively 
unimpressed. For them, it would 
appear, their ancient history must 
seem as laden with ideological 
and patriotic imagery as the 
mystified high-school civics 
version of the American Revo¬ 
lution appears to U.S. anarchists. 

Perhaps more directly 
pertinent to the experiences of 
the Greek anarchist movement 
is the long history of Greek 
oppression and exploitation by 
other nations, culminating in 
its current domination by U.S, 
interests. After the relative 
freedom of the classical period 
of independent Greek city-states, 
began a long series of invasions, 
conquests and occupations, be- 


THE STAGE 


ginning with the Macedonian 
conquest in BC 338. Occupied 
and dominated in turn by the 
Roman and Byzantine empires, 
Greece suffered repeated inva¬ 
sions from all sides. 

From 1453 to 1821 the Turks 
ruled Greece. Following the 
decline of the Ottoman empire, 
Greece achieved a political 
semi-independence at the will of 
the major European powers, 
with British interests eventually 
prevailing. 

Early history of Greek anarchist 
activities 

The earliest known presence 
of modern anarchists in Greek 
history involved the Cretan 
uprising of 1866, during which 
a number of Polish anarchists 

took part in an insurrection 
against the Turkish rulers of 
Crete. Some of these Poles 
were also present during the 
well-known siege of the mona¬ 
stery of Arkadi in eastern Crete 
by Turkish forces in 1867. The 
siege only ended when the abbot 
"heroically" blew up the mona¬ 
stery in order to kill both at¬ 
tackers and defenders to avoid 
surrender. 

It was in the 1890's, however, 
that a small Greek anarchist 
movement actually first came 
into existence. In 1894 the ear¬ 
liest Greek anarchist newspaper 
appeared in Patras, a city on 
the northwest coast of the 
Peloponnesian peninsula. But 
within two years, it was sup¬ 
pressed by the state. 

Following the appearance of 
this paper, anarchist ideas spread 
mainly to Volos, a city near 
the eastern coast on the Gulf 
of Pagasai, and to Salonika to 
the north in Macedonia. In 
Volos, anarcho-syndicalists or- 
ganized in the tobacco industry, 
while in Salonika anarchists 
were active in two unions of 
cigarette workers and shoema¬ 
kers. 

However the movement re¬ 
mained small, and was unable 
to survive through the Balkan 
wars and World War I due to 
several factors. These included 
frequent war mob ilizat ions 1, 
state repression, and the wide¬ 
spread popularity of the liberal- 
reformist Greek statesman Eleu- 
therios Venizelos^. 

And not least, the small 
anarchist movement was eclipsed 
by the founding of the Greek 
Communist Party (the Workers 
Socialist Party) in 1918, which 
proceeded to take over the 
workers 1 movement based on 
the prestige of the "successful" 
workers 1 revolution in Russia. 
From its founding up to World 
War II and its aftermath, the 


Workers Socialist Party dominated 
the "radical" opposition move¬ 
ments. It was its partisan strug¬ 
gle in the Greek anti-fascist 
resistance, and its defeat in 
the following civil wars, that 
set the stage for the modern 


rebirth of the anarchist move¬ 
ment in Greece. 

The U.S. Connection 

At the end of World War II 
the U.S. found itself in a situa¬ 
tion of global economic and 
military superiority which those 
in power decided to both main¬ 
tain and expand. For the U.S. 
state this meant an immediate 
strategy of planning for its 
global dominance in every sphere 
of action. Not only would the 
areas controlled by the Axis 
powers be slated for U.S. control 
wherever possible, but even the 
areas controlled by the Allied 
powers would be fair game for 
"American" control, especially 
the remnants of Britain's empire. 

At the same time, in Greece, 
the anti-fascist resistance was 
the only social or political force 
with any significant power or 
widespread support. Because 
resistance forces were largely 
Communist, there was no question 
but that the U.S. and Britain 
would not do everything in 
their power to prevent any sort 
of "democratic" self-determi¬ 
nation on the part of the Greek 
people. Anything less would 
have likely lead to a leftist, 
and most likely to an explicitly 


Communist, government in 
Greece. 

Thus it was no surprise 
that after the Nazi's withdrew 
from Greece first the British, 
and then the U.S. military moved 
in. The British installed a brutal 


and corrupt regime whose im¬ 
mediate goal was to displace 
the anti-fascist (Communist 
dominated) resistance. As one 
of Winston Churchill's most 
trusted advisers, South African 
Prime Minister Jan Christiaan 
Smuts warned in August, 1943, 
with regard to southern Europe, 
"with politics let loose among 
those peoples, we may have a 
wave of disorder and wholesale 
Communism set going all over 
those parts of Europe." However, 
Britain was unable to control the 
resistance engendered by its 
own regime and was soon forced 
to pull out. 

This left Greece to the tender 
mercies of the U.S. military 
and the CIA. A 
"counterinsurgency war" was 
organized by the U.S., including 
all the usual trademarks of 
U.S. involvement—"massacre, 
torture, expulsion, reeducation 
camps, and so on." The nominal 
beneficiaries of this war were 
"King Paul and Queen Frederika, 
whose background was in the 
fascist movements, along with 
outright Nazi collaborators such 
as the Minister of Interior of 
the U.S.-backed regime. The 
U.S. succeeded in crushing labor 
unions and the former anti-Nazi 
resistance based among the 
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Greek anarchists march in Athens, 1985 















Summer, 1987 _ ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed _ Page 7 


peasantry and working classes 
and led by Greek Communists, 
eliminating even mild socialists 
with blatant interference in the 
political process, and creating a 
society in which U.S. corpora¬ 
tions and Greek business elites 


prospered while much of the 
working population was forced 
to emigrate to survive."3 

"Twenty years later, the 
U.S. supported the first fascist 
restoration in Europe (also, the 
first government headed by a 
CIA agent, Colonel Papadopoulos, 
who was the liason between 
the CIA and its Greek counter¬ 
part, virtually a subsidiary). 
This was shortly after President 
Lyndon Johnson had delivered 
an important lesson in political 
science...to the Greek Ambassa¬ 
dor. When the Ambassador ob¬ 
jected to U.S. plans to partition 
the Independent Republic of 
Cypress between Greece and 
Turkey, saying that 'no Greek 
parliament could accept such a 
plan, 1 Johnson responded, 

Fuck your parliament and 
your constitution. America 
is an elephant, Cypress 
is a flea. Greece is a 
flea. If these two fellows 
continue itching the ele¬ 
phant, they may just 
get whacked by the 
elephant's trunk, 
whacked good...If your 
Prime Minister gives 
me a talk about demo¬ 
cracy, parliament and 
constitution, he, his 
parliament and his con¬ 


stitution may not last 
very long. 

For good measure, he added: 
' maybe Greece should rethink 
the value of a parliament which 
could not take the right deci¬ 
sion,... 1 Greece was 'whacked 


good 1 shortly after under the 
U.S.-backed fascist regime, and 
the second flea, Cypress, received 
the same treatment a few years 
later, with U.S. and British 
support. 

The fall of the dictatorship 

During the years following 
the installation of the essentially 
fascist military regime in Greece, 
the anarchist movement re- 
emerged from obscurity in op¬ 
position both to the military 
junta and to the waning influence 
of the Greek Communists—now 
divided into two small parties. 
Resistance to the military go¬ 
vernment peaked in 1973, espe¬ 
cially among students, and anar¬ 
chists participated openly and 
visibly. 

On November 18th and 
19th of 1973 about 100,000 young 
people occupied the Polytechnic 
in Athens, with perhaps as 
many as 500,000 surrounding the 
area. Slogans like "Down with 
the State!" and "Down with 
capital!" were prominently painted 
on walls. And the committee of 
occupation, with about thirty 
members, included some ten or 
fifteen anarchists. On the other 
hand, Communist Youth members 
refused to take part in the 


occupation, considering it a 
provocation and denouncing the 
anarchists' participation. 

The army was sent in to 
break up the occupation, and 
at least twenty people were 
killed as the tanks and soldiers 
moved in (the state claimed 17 
were killed). But the occupation 
proved to be a turning point 
for the military junta, which 
fell from power soon after on 
July 24, 1974. 

Anarchists tried to take 
advantage of the momentum 
achieved with the fall of the 
dictatorship^ and a few anarchist 
groups were founded shortly 
thereafter, first in Athens, and 
then in other cities. There were 
many demonstrations and short¬ 
lived newspapers. Other occu¬ 
pations followed in Athens and 
Salonika, but mostly there was 
very much confusion. 

However, 1973 was also im¬ 
portant for the anarchist move¬ 
ment as the beginning of anar¬ 
chist publishing in Greece. A 
publishing house was founded by 
three anarchists who took part 
in the Polytechnic occupation, 
and two books by Bakunin were 
reprinted, The Paris Commune 
and The Idea of the State. The 
publishing house split in 1974 
and Elefteros Typos (Free Press) 
and International Library publish¬ 
ing houses were subsequently 
formed, along with the Black 
Rose Bookshop. Between the 
two publishers, over 500 trans¬ 
lations of books and pamphlets 
have been published, though 
International Library has had 
no new titles for over 5 years 
now. Most of the titles have 
been translations from English, 
with a few French, German and 
Italian titles also translated. 
Surprisingly, only a few books 
were authored by Greeks. 

Meanwhile, the conservative 
prime minister, Karamanlis, who 
had originally been overthrown 
by the fascist-military coup, 
returned to Greece from his 
decade-long exile in Paris. He 


Pirate radio closed 

Continued from page 4 

began broadcasting again illegally. 
However, their broadcasting equip¬ 
ment and record collection was 
immediately confiscated by the 
Catalan police. The station was one 
of the best-known and most popular 
of those operating in Barcelona, 
combining anarchist news and dis¬ 
cussion programs with music which 
wasn't aired on the more corrmercial 
stations such as Barcelona's answer 
to Oass, L'Odi SociaL (Source: flack 
Flag, BM Hurricane, London WC1N 
3XX, England) 


formed a civilian "Government 
of National Salvation," and in 
1974 political parties re-emerged. 
Most notably, the socialist An¬ 
dreas Papandreous set up what 
would become the center party, 
the Pan-Hellenic Socialist Move¬ 
ment (PASOK). In addition the 
two (now small) Greek Commu¬ 
nist parties were legalized, and 
other more radical leftist (Maoist 
and Trotskyist) parties were 
formed. 

In 1975 the workers move¬ 
ment also began to re-emerge, 
most notably with a strike at a 
canned-food factory largely 
organized by Maoists and Trot¬ 
skyists. However, two of the 
strikers were anarchists, and 
an anarchist solidarity group 
was also formed. And by 1976, 
facing an increasingly militant 
workers movement, a march by 
striking construction workers 
in Athens was attacked by police. 
Strikers and supporters fought 
back by building barricades and 
throwing molotov cocktails. 
And Exarchia Square, which 
had become the center of the 
anarchist movement in Athens 
after the fall of the dictatorship, 
was invaded for the first time 
by cops using tear gas with 
many injuries resulting. 

This article will conclude 
in a future issue with a chro¬ 
nology of recent activities and 
a brief d^aiption of the currmt 
movement. 


NOTES: 

1. The stress imposed by these wars was not inconsiderable. For example, 
when the Greek invasion of Anatolia was defeated by the T\irks, there followed 
an exchange of refugees in which over a million people were transferred to 
Greece from Asia Minor. 

2. For example, Venizelos gained the support of the peasantry when he dis¬ 
tributed land to them through the government after they were prevented 
from occupying the land on their own during the 1906 revolt in Thessaly 
against the feudal-type system the Greek nationalists had inherited from its 
earlier Ottoman domination. 

3. Noam Chomsky, Honing the Tide; U.S. Intervention in Central America 
and the Struggle for Peace, (South End Press, Boston, 1985) pp. 195-6. 

4. Ibid., p.196. 


Anarchy is order. 

Government is civil war. 

Anselme Bellegarrique (1848) 


A short 

history of the Greek 
anarchist movement 
by Lev Chernyi 



Photos from DOKIMI, Athens 




Page 8 


ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed 


Summer, 1987 



THE mS>Al ACI 


SPEECHES BY 

TUIbNII OFTIfeNGk 

A SAMOAN CMIEF 



■mmmm THE PAPALAGI 'MmWM 

HAVE HO TIME 


Collected by Erich Scheurmann 
Illustrations by Joost Swarte 
Translated by Martin Beumer 

Editor's notes The P^Ugi (with the 
'g' pronounced as an 'h', or so I was 
told by the original English publishers, 
Real Free Press in Amsterdam) is a 
collection of speeches written by the 
South Pacific chief Tuiavii of Tiavea, 
and intended for his people. They first 
appeared in a German edition sometime 
in the early twenties, in a translation 
by his friend Eric Scheurmann. A trans¬ 
lation was published in Dutch in 1929, 
from which the English translation was 
then made in 1971. As becomes quickly 
apparent when one reads it, The 
is a sort of critical reverse anthropology 
in which white, european civilization is 
thoroughly dissected and evaluated with 
the puzzled contempt that it so well 
deserves from a "primitive" perspective. 

he Papalagi adore the 
round metal and the 
heavy paper. It gives 
them much pleasure to 
put the juices from dead 
fruit and the meat from pigs, 
steers and other terrible animals 
inside their stomachs. But they 
also have a passion for something 
that you cannot grasp but still 
exists, time. They take it very 
seriously and tell all kinds of 
foolish things about it. Though 
there never will be more time 
between sunrise and sundown, 
for them this does not suffice. 

The are never satisfied 

with their time and they blame the 
Great Spirit for not giving them 
more of it. Yes, they slander God 
and his great wisdom by dividing 
every new day into a complex pat¬ 
tern, by cutting it up into pieces, 
the way we cut up the inside of a 
coconut with our machete. Every 
part has its name. They are called, 
seconds, minutes or hours. The se¬ 
cond is smaller than the minute 
and the minute is smaller than the 
hour. But all of them strung together 
form one hour. To make up one 
hour, you need sixty minutes and 
many, very many seconds. 

This is an incredibly confusing 
story, of which I haven’t grasped 
the fine points myself yet, as it is 
hard for me to ponder this nonsense 
longer than necessary. But the P^ir- 
lagi attach much weight to it. Men, 
women and even children too small 
to walk, wear a small, flat, round 
machine inside their loincloths, tied 
to a heavy metal chain hanging 
around the neck, or around the 
wrist; a machine that tells them 
the time. Reading it is not an easy 
thing. It is taught to the children 
by pressing the machine to their 
ears, to awaken their curiosity. 



Those machines are so light 
that you can lift them with two 
fingers and they carry an engine 
inside their bellies, just like the 
big ships you all know. There are 
also big time-machines, standing 
inside their huts, or hanging from 
a high house so as to be better 
visible. Now when part of the time 
has passed, it is indicated by two 
small fingers on the face of the 
machine and at the same time it 
cries out and a ghost strikes the 
iron in her insides. When in a Euro¬ 
pean town, a certain part of the 
time has passed, a frightening cla¬ 
moring and din breaks out. 

When that time noise sounds 
the P^»alagl conplain: "Terrible, 
another hour gone!” And then, as a 
rule, they pull a somber face, like 
somebody that has to live with a 
great tragedy. Very puzzling, because 
immediately after, a new hour starts. 

I’ve never been able to under* 
stand that, but I think it must be a 
disease. Complaints that are corrmon 
with white people are, time vanities 
like smoke, or time is running out 
and give me just a little more time. 

I said it is probably some kind 
of disease; because when the white 
man feels like doing something, 
when for instance, his heart yearns 
to go walking in the sun or to go 
sail a boat on the river or to make 
love to his friend, he usually spoils 
his own fun by being unable to 
find it. He will mention a thousand 
things that take away his time, 


grumpy and sputtering, he sticks to 
a job that he doesn’t feel like doing, 
that brings him no pleasure and into 
which nobody forced him but himself. 
And when he suddenly discovers that 
he does have time or when others 
give him time—the Papalagi often 
give each other time and no gift is 
more appreciated than that—then 
he discovers that he doesn’t feel 
like doing it at that particular time, 
or that he is too tired from his 
joyless labor. And he is determined 
to do those things tomorrow, for 
which he had no time today. 

There are Papalagi who say that 
they never have time. They walk 
around stunned as if taken over by 
an aitu [evil spirit], and wherever 
they show ip, they work ip disasters, 
because they have lost their time. 
Being possessed is a terrible disease 
that no medicine man can cure and 
a disease that contaminates many 
others, rendering them deeply un¬ 
happy. 

Because the Papalagi are always 
scared stiff of losing their time, 
not only the men, but also the 
women and even the very small 
kids; they all know exactly how 
many times the sun and the moon 
have risen since the day that they 
saw the big light for the first time. 
Yes, it plays such an important role 
in their lives, that they celebrate 
it a regular intervals, with flowers 
and feasts. Very often I noticed 
that people felt they had to feel 
ashamed about me, because when 


asked for my age I would start 
laughing and did not know it. But 
you have to know your own age. 
Then I would be silent and think, 
it’s better for me not to know. 

"How old are you?" means, how 
many moons have you lived? Counting 
and probing this way is full of dan¬ 
gers, because that way it was dis¬ 
covered how many moons people 
usually live. Now all those people 
keep that in mind and when a great 
many moons have passed they say, 
"Now I have to die soon!" Then 
they grow silent and sad and indeed 
die after a short period. 

In Europe there are only a few 
people that have time, really. Perhaps 
even no one at all. That’s why those 
people run through life like a thrown 
stone. Almost all of them keep their 
eyes glued to the ground when they 
walk and they swing their arms to 
make better pace. When somebody 
stops them, they shout angrily, 
"Why do you stop me, I’ve no time, 
better make good use of your own 
time!" It seems that they think a 
fast walking man braver than one 
who walks slowly. 

Once I saw a man's head almost 
explode, saw his eyes roll round 
and his gullet stretch wide open 
like a dying fish, becoming red and 
green in the face and flailing around 
his hands and feet, just because his 
servant arrived one breath later 
than he had promised he would. 
That breath was supposed to be a 
considerable loss, that could never 
be made up again. The servant had 
to leave the hut, the P^nlagi chased 
him away and called him names. 
"This is the limit, because you have 
stolen much time from me already. 
A man who doesn't honor time isn't 
worth that time!" 

Another time I saw a P^alagl 
who had time and never complained 
about his time, but that man was 
poor, dirty and despised. People 
walked around him in a big circle 
and nobody gave him any attention. 
I didn't understand that, because 
his step was slow and steady and 
his eyes were quiet and friendly. 
When I asked him how that came 
about, he hung his head and said 
sadly, "I've never been able to use 
my time well, that's why I am a 
poor and despised clod now." That 
man had time, but happy he wasn't. 

With all their strength and all 
their thoughts, the Papalagi try to 
make time as fat as they can. They 
use water and fire, storm aid light¬ 
ning from heaven to hold ip time. 
They put iron wheels under their 
feet and give wings to their words, 
just to gain time. And what is all 
that work and trouble food for? 
What do the Papalagi do with their 
time? I've never quite found out, 
though judging from their words 
and gestures one would think they 
were personally invited to a big 
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fono [feast] by the Great Spirit 
himself. 

I think time slips from their 


grasps like a snake slipping out of 
a wet hand, only because they always 
try to hang on to it. He won’t let 
time come to him, but runs after it 
with his hands outstretched. He 
doesn’t afford himself the time to 
stretch out in the sun. They always 
want to keep it within arms reach 
and devote songs to it and stories. 
But time is a quiet and peace-loving 
thing, that loves to rest and lie on 
its mat undisturbed. The Papalagi 
have not understood time and there¬ 
fore they mistreat it with their 
barbarous practices. 

Oh my beloved brothers, we 
never complained about time, we 
loved it the way it was, never did 
we run after it or cut it into slices. 
Never did it give us worry or grief. 
If there is one amongst you, who 
has no time; let him speak up! We 
have time in abundance, we are 
always satisfied with the time we 
have. We don't ask for more time 
than there is and we always have 
time enough. We know that we will 
certainly reach our goals in time 


and that the Great Spirit will call 
us when he feels it is our time, 
even if we dop't know the number 
of moons spent. We must free the 
duped Papalagi from his delusions 
and give him back the time. Let us 
take away their small, round time- 
machines, smash them and tell them 
that there is more time between 
sunrise and sunset than an ordinary 
man could spend. 



Is punk dead at KOPN? 


Sleepless frenzy (midnight on 
Saturdays on KOPN 89.5FM) cele¬ 
brated its sixth anniversary this 
summer, but Bert and I had little 
to celebrate. The Federal Goonuii- 
cations Commission (FCC) set new 
standards for what kind of vulgarity 
would be allowed on the radio and 
when. It cited a half-a-dozen or so 
stations for violations of these stan¬ 
dards and asked the Justice Dpart- 
ment to prosecute a Pacifica radio 
station for broadcasting excerpts 
from the play, Jerker, about two 
male AIDS victims who develop an 
erotic relationship over the telephone. 
The FCC said that sexually explicit 
material could only be broadcast if 
it were not obscene. The Justice 
Department has since declined to 
prosecute Pacifica, but in doing so 
it warned that it might go after 
other radio stations. 

Formerly, sexually explicit depic¬ 
tions that were not obscene, and 
other songs and spoken word pieces 
with the words "fuck," "piss," "shit," 
"cunt," "cocksucker," "tit," and 
"motherfucker" could be broadcast 
after 10pm and prior to 6am as 
long as the audience was advised in 
advance about the nature of the 
stuff. In its new ruling the FCC 
said that it could no longer be as¬ 
sumed that children were in bed by 
10pm, and that such foul language 
could only be broadcast at a time 
when children in a given corrmunity 
could be safely assumed to be absent 
from the audience. 

Oily two radio stations that I 
am aware of have had the courage 

to challenge the FCC by broadcasting 
material in defiance of these censors. 
A station in Quincy, Illinois an¬ 
nounced that it would continue to 
broadcast "offensive" songs just as 
it had in the past. KRAI, Pacifica’s 
station on Manhattan Island broadcast 
its scheduled reading of James Joyce’s 
Ulysses, even though the work is 
filled with naughty words and lusty 
references. 

I am ashamed to report that 
the National Ffedowtkn of Qmnviity 
Broadcasters (NFCB) and its local 
member, KOPN, did little more than 
run for cover. At very least, they 


should have adopted as organizational 
policy a guideline that children are 
not normally awake from midnight 
to 6am, and then encouraged as 
alarming programs as possible in 
that time span. They ought to be 
sending out packets of information 
for training disc jockeys in ways of 
conforming to the letter of the law 
while pulling out all stops to violate 
its spirit. 

Susan Newstead, KOPtfs station 
manager, helped give the FCC a 
raison d'etre for even more repres¬ 
sive action when she stated in a 
memo issued in May that it could 
not be safely assumed that all per¬ 
sons under 18 were ever absent 
from the audience, and that therefore 
all adult language would be prohi¬ 
bited. 

Meanwhile, everyone knows 
that the FCC would have a hard 
time claiming that exposing teenagers 
in Columbia to the seven dirty 
words—especially those teens up 
after midnight--was detrimental to 
them in the least. The vast majority 
of teenagers in the KOPN listening 
area have heard all these words 
routinely among their peers. All of 
the teenagers I know use these 
words without thinking anything of 
it. Even a 6-year-old can go to a 
PG-13 movie and hear vulgarity. Of 
course, parents have more control 
over the bedtimes and viewing habits 
of 6-year-olds than they do of 15- 
year-olds, and social standards of 
acceptable fare for each age groip 
differ. But an interpretation of the 

FCC regulations which suggests 
that nothing which is unsuitable for 
6-year-olds can be broadcast at any 
time juvenilizes all programming. 

The lack of leadership by the 
NFCB and KOPN affirming the free 
speech prerogatives of its program¬ 
mers and listeners is, of course, 
the result of their fear that the 
least little peep that they make 
could result in costly litigation 
which would drive them out of busi¬ 
ness. But if the mission of com¬ 
munity broadcasters includes the 
willingness to stand up for the 
right to air provocative and authentic 
expressions of ideas and feelings 


The 

Badguy 
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excluded from mainstream radio, 
then I’m afraid my friends that 
free radio is already out of business. 

Meanwhile, punk radio has been 
dealt a death blow at KOPN. Bert 
will try to cope by censoring of¬ 
fending words out of songs by On, 
the Oucifucks, and Fright wig. I 
can’t do this, and will be playing 
other kinds of subversive sounds on 
the show. So much for freedom of 
speech.... 

A comic book which was formerly 
banned at the Columbia Community 
Grocery (1100 Locust Street), Yotmg 
Lust # 6 , is once again available 
there. A letter by its editor, Jay 
Kinney, defending the comic book 
against charges that it was "porno¬ 
graphic" appeared in Anarchy #7 
(back issues of Anarcty are available 
for 50 cents each). Other comic 
titles available there include: the 
new Anarchy Comics #4, YOW, Zippy 
Stories, Love and Rockets, Pudge, 
Binky frown, Hr. Natural, The Com¬ 
plete Oumb, and Commies From 
Mars. 

I've been having lots of fun 
digging up unusual and provocative 
zines to sell there including (for 
$14.95) the superb volume, Incredibly 
Strange Films, published by Re/- 
Search, which makes you appreciate 
the beauty and wonder of sensation¬ 
alists movies which dare to traverse 
the bounds of good taste. Well-re¬ 
searched and nicely illustrated with 
display ads and prints from films of 
all kinds, including a biker movie 
with Holly Near, hilariously exagge¬ 
rated gore flicks, and other creations, 
which remind me of so much taboo 
material dredged up from the sub¬ 
conscious and sold back to the mas¬ 
ses. I enjoyed reading this cover to 
cover and I don’t feel the least bit 
guilty about it! 

Another little oddity is a reprint 


of selections from Retort, an anar¬ 
chist magazine published by Holley 
Cantine of Bearsville, New York 
from 1942 to 1951. Cantine saw 
some elements of redemption(?) in 
the avant garde literature of his 
time as well as in personal opposition 
to the state and its adventures. 
This collection, reprinted by Hie 
Match! editor Fred Woodworth, is a 
bit quaint, and makes you wonder 
what it felt like to be an anarchist 
during World War II. 

Maximum Rock n v Roll is ap¬ 
pearing once more every month at 
the Community Grocery as well. 
The letters column continues to be 
my favorite part of this zine, with 
discussions of the here and nows of 
social struggle and punk pleasure. 

Other titles to be found on 
the magazine racks of the Qximmity 
Grocery include Processed World 
(an issue on the medicalization of 
health care), Fifth Estate, Radical 
History, Radical Philosophy, and 
Off Our Backs. A bunch of other 
interesting titles will be arriving 
any day now. 

Needless to say some people 
find some of these works offensive 
to their values, and some have sug¬ 
gested that the sexually explicit 
material be banned from sale at the 
Community Grocery. These sugges¬ 
tions have not resulted in another 
prohibition thus far, as they did in 
1984; but never underestimate the 
capacity of some counterculturalists 
for moralism and intolerance. 

Shantytovn Activists celebrated 
their first anniversary of the building 
bf shanties in October with the 
largest political rally on the llniva- 
sity pf Missouri campus in several 
years. It was a nicely orchestrated, 
old-fashioned, civil rights-type rally 
with a black choir, and some rousing 
speakers—no doubt improved by the 
absence of two politicians who were 
invited to speak. Meanwhile, com¬ 
panies are circumventing divestiture 
policies and laws by continuing to 
market products in South Africa. 
This allows these firms to continue 
to profit from and buttress the 
system of apartheid while telling all 
the world they no longer operate in 
South Africa. This is just the type 
of loophole the curators of the 
University of Missouri will use if 
they decide to divest of companies 
doing business in South Africa. 

The closing of the Tiger Hotel 
is the end of yet another era in 
the saga of all-ages gigs, but don't 
despair. In a two week period re¬ 
cently, Columbia and Jefferson City 
hosted about ten bands at four 
separate gigs at four locations. 
Stay tuned to Sleepless Frenzy for 
details of future gigs. 

Best of all, we’ve been tossing 
around the idea of doing a punk 
dance party billed as "Sleepless 
Frenzy—Live and Uncensored" at a 
local venue. The secret word, kiddos 
is resilience! 

Qieck out the largeBt 
ANARCHIST BOOK 
selection 
in mid-Missouri 
on consignment 
at the Columbia 
Community Grocery, 
1100 Locust St. at the 
corner of Hitt St. 
and Locust St. 















ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed_ Summer. 1987 



Page 10 _ 

Introductory note: "Vagaries of nega¬ 
tion" represents another in a series of 
John Zerzan's attempts to make sense 
of the popular, academic, business and 
professional literatures that chronicle 
the progress of modern alienation and 
the attempts at its palliation. There 
are inherent drawbacks to his method. 
These include such problems as the 
always questionable reliability of the 
polls, opinions, heresay and statistical 
studies which make ip much of the 
data he works from. As well, it remairs 
undoubtably true that vastly differing 
interpretations are always possible 
even when working from identical data. 
However, the basic principle involved 
here—the attempt at monitoring the 
ubiquitous, but unconscious, unorganized 
and largely visceral revolt against the 
modern conditions of survival—also 
remains important. And Join's thoughts 
regarding the theories which attempt 
to make sense of this data are, as ever, 
provocative and interesting. —1 0 t Qnqyi 

In 1977 and 1978 Paul 
Piccone unveiled his "arti¬ 
ficial negativity" thesis,* 
the most far-reaching and 
coherent model for under¬ 
standing contemporary 
social reality since at 
least the 60's. Re-period- 
izing recent phases of 
capitalist development, 
it locates the decisive 
irrpact of consumerization 
in the early 60's as a 
watershed between in¬ 
complete and completed 
repression.2 Correcting 
Marcuse's "one-dimension¬ 
ality" approach as obso¬ 
lete, Piccone has offered 
a persuasive picture of 
a consumer-cultural he¬ 
gemony grown so conplete 
as to cloud the horizons 
of class rule. For its 
victory over non-domes¬ 
tication has been purpor¬ 
tedly full to the point 
of crippling its subjects, 
thereby removing them 
from any combative 
contact with authority and 
thus depriving authority 
of the crucial intelligence 
function that derives from 
such now-extinct strug¬ 
gles. Internal opposition 
is necessary in order to 
equip the system with 
vital control mechanisms; 
with the too-victorious 
stamping out of the 
undomesticated, monopoly 
capitalism now must 
somehow relax its re¬ 
pressive force so as to 
help engender a renewed 
negative presence. 


It seems very plausible to me 
that domination today needs just 
such "artificial negativity" for 
its future,3 but one part of the 
formula I find very questionable. 
In sum, where Piccone sees a 
docile, cretinized subject, produced 
as the over-success of integration, 
I see evidence of dis-integration, 
a subjectivity that, far from 
happy and conformist, cries out 
in anguish as it begins to with¬ 
draw from the reproduction of 
the social order A The negative 
is in fact strongly present, if 
not in a form useful to power. 
Data and commentary on the 
social fabric of the 80 f s may 


suggest a clarification and re¬ 
interpretation of the Piccone 
thesis. 

One might have expected the 
alleged arrival of standardized, 
homogenized consumer conscious¬ 
ness, with its "erosion of the last 
vestiges of individuality,"^ to also 
mean the evaporation of social 
turmoil. Of course, precisely the 
opposite is the case. Psychological 
immiseration is increasing on all 
fronts, fundamental testimony 
that the individual continues to 
register his incompatibility with 
the distortion and inpoverishment 
of life as offered by late 
capitalism. 


With the decline of the tradi¬ 
tional two-parent family—which 
is occurring even faster in the 
1980's than in the 70's®—less 
emotional mediation is afforded 
against the onslaught of everyday 
life. Even the apparently success¬ 
ful are far from immune, as 
indicated by such articles as 
"Life of a Yuppie Takes a fcychic 
Toll" and "Madness Stalks the 
Corporate Ladder. 

In fact, levels of emotional 
illness are growing, as reported 
by the National Institute of Men¬ 
tal Health or the supermarket tab¬ 
loids,® as people find themselves 
unable to adjust to the triurrphant 
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culture. Newly prominent maladies, 
such as the Ebstein-Barr virus, 
a kind of physical and psycholo¬ 
gical devastation,® conpete with 
new increases of others, like 
eating disorders.A federal 
study released in 1984 found 
that one in five had had some 
type of mental health treatment, 
compared to one in eight in 
1960.11 Not surprising is the 
15% jump in the NIMH [National 
Institute for Mental Health] 
research budget for 1987. 

Suicide among the young has 
tripled in the past twenty-five 
years, following one hundred years 
of suicide rate stability going 


back to the mid-19th century 
data studied by Durkheim. Among 
15 to 19-year olds it is now the 
second leading cause of death 
and occasioned formation of a 
cabinet-level Task Force on Youth 
Suicide in 1985. Late in 1986 it 
was reported that after years of 
decline, suicide rates among the 
elderly are also rising.12 

Stress, thought by some to 
be perhaps only a buzz-word of 
the late 1970 T s and early 80 T s, has 
never commanded so much atten¬ 
tion. The literature is burgeoning 
as stress-wrought damage grows. 
The Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report released October 


2, 1986 by the national Centers 
for Disease Control declared 
that mental stress caused by 
unsatisfactory working conditions 
has become America's biggest 
occupational disease, six months 
after a news magazine had con¬ 
cluded that "the American work¬ 
place is being swamped with 
claims ranging from job burnout, 
or mental fatigue from tedium 
and stress, to chronic and severe 
anxiety, manic depression, nervous 
breakdown and schizophrenia."^ 
It has also been recently claimed, 
by Dr. Thomas Robertson, that 
the stress of getting up in the 
morning is the reason for the 


very high incidence of strokes 
and heart attacks occurring be¬ 
tween 8 and 9 A.M.1® 

The unreality of our work- 
and-shop existence is also viscer- 
ally felt, it would seem, by the 
very young. A 1986 Cornell Uni¬ 
versity Medical College study of 
randomly selected 6 to 12-year 
olds in New York City found 
that 12% of them manifested 
suicidal tendencies, including 
overt manifestations,16 while a 
1985 offering discussed widespread 

child arson. 17 

In 1985 the American Medical 
Association revealed that "total 
outpatient drug exposure" in¬ 
creased 28% from 1971 to 1982.1® 
This by way of background to 
1986, the year of the cocaine 
epidemic and non-stop attention 
to the problem, with special 
• attention to drugs at work and 
testing for drug use; several 
federal institutions came out for 
universal employee drug tests in 
March, 1986, for example. 1® 
Turning more directly to work, 
it is clear that the "productivity 
crisis" is another hot topic of 
the 1970's that has proven its 
durability. If marxist periodicals 
like Science and Society and 
Dollars and Sense denied its 
existence in the 70's, falling 
back in the 80's to assert that 
at least the subjectivity of wor¬ 
kers is no factor in it, those 
with a responsibility for intelli¬ 
gence in the matter of faltering 
output-per-hours-worked have 
had to be more forthright about 
this crisis that definitely has 
not gone away. 

"Something important has 
happened to productivity. I don't 
know what it is...but it is very 
bad."20 judged E. Dennison in 
the late 70's. Baumol and McLen¬ 
nan concluded, more recently, 
that "this country's productivity 
growth performance in recent 
years is extremely disquieting." 2 * 
After lackluster growth in 1984, 
it fell to -.2% for 1985 22 and is 
giving a poor showing so far in 
1986. 

Amid recent studies of a 
declining "work ethic,"23 reactions 
range from outrage, blaming 
"irrationalities on the level of 
the individual,"24 to sympathy, 
taking cognizance of the pre¬ 
vailing "national malaise and 
personal pain."25 And one of 

the most stunning aspects is 
that the productivity crisis has 
not been affected at all by mas¬ 
sive recent outlays, organizational 
and technological. Wickham Skin¬ 
ner summed up the industrial 
situation thusly: "American manu¬ 
facturers' near-heroic efforts to 
regain a conrpetitive edge through 
productivity improvements have 
been disappointing. Worse, the 
results of these efforts have 
been paradoxical. The harder 
these companies pursue produc¬ 
tivity, the more elusive it be¬ 
comes."2® Also in mid-1986 came 
(Continued on next page) 
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"Modem domination is democratic; it must 
have participation if it is to have legitimacy; if 
it is, ultimately, to function at all. This is 
precisely what is being withdrawn, as the return 
on investing in domination registers on the 
organism as zero or less." 


Vagaries 

CONTINUED 

the parallel shocking news that 
the hundreds of billions spent on 
computerizing the office have not 
raised white-collar productivity 
a whit.27 At the same time, 
performance in the service sector 
is being questioned,28 there is 
great resistance to the neo-Tay¬ 
lor ist monitoring of work by 
computers,29 and layoffs signal 
to some new declines of corrpany 
loyalty, morale and productivity.30 

Meanwhile, since its effective 
beginnings in the early 80’s,34 
participative management "has 
spread at an extraordinary rate"32 
with the prospect of even greater 
growth of worker-involvement, 
quality of worklife, and other 
democratizing of jobs.33 More 
and more it is becoming clear 
that "workers themselves must be 
the real source of discipline ,"34 
that authority has no choice but 
to give over more initiative to 
those who are becoming more 
demonstrably averse to contem¬ 
porary work. At the same time, 
there is already evidence that 
after initial temporary reprieves, 
power-sharing schemes are not 
improving productivity or job 

satisfaction.35 

Two other significant work 
tendencies, in passing, are the 
increase in part-time employ¬ 
ment ,36 and the refusal of the 
young, though often unemployed, 
to accept work or to last long 
at it.37 More evidence of disin¬ 
vestment in the dominant values. 

Rousseau argued that republics 
could outdo monarchies by turning 
the spectators into the specta¬ 
cle.38 Today f s political spectacle 
is failing because people are 
shunning their appointed role. 
"Americans are no longer merely 
criticizing their political system," 
asserted historian James Bums 
in 1984, "they are deserting it.”39 
Turnout for the 1986 election 
fit, if exaggeratedly, the general 
tendency since 1960: it was the 
lowest since 1942 despite the 
most massive and costly voter 
registration drive ever mounted 
in a nonpresidential year. Among 
those still participating in recent 
years, by the way, the trend has 
been toward an unaffiliated status, 
not a swing toward the right.40 

The young Sartre averred that 
there was nothing he and his 
compatriots had been told that 
wasn’t a lie. Illiteracy in America 
is vast and increasing, pronpting 
Jonathan Kozol to estimate that 
sixty millions are "substantially 
excluded from the democratic 
process" by it.41 There is a deep, 
visceral turn-off indicated here, 
deeper than that of non-voting, 
one which refuses and reverses 
one of civilization’s cardinal agm- 
cies and promises fundamental 
problems for a social order in¬ 
creasingly reliant on self-activa¬ 
tion. The Army found that 10% 


of its conscripts were functionally 
illiterate in 1975; in the 1981 
(volunteer-based) Army the figure 
was 31% and climbing.42 At work, 
new computer-mediated environ¬ 
ments require both literacy and 
intitiative, as both qualities eva¬ 
porate.43 a related development 
is the rising high school dropout 
rate, with rates of 40 to 50 
percent from the central city 
schools now being reported.44 

Another basic connection with 
this culture also seems to be 
loosening, that of a sense of 
history, a perspectival interest in 
the past. Commentators of every 
stripe have bemoaned a great 
indifference emerging in this 
area,45 the tendency to live ex¬ 
clusively in the present. Ulti¬ 
mately, however, is this "de¬ 
memorization" so threatening? 
Are the horrors of the present 
not a sufficient reference point 
on which to base the project of 
emancipation —in fact, are they 
not the only basis? As Baudrillard 
reminds us, "Each man is totally 
there at each moment. Society is 
also totally there at each mo¬ 
ment."48 Adorno closed his Minima 
Moralia with the counsel to 
thought that it must reveal this 
"indigent and distorted" world as 
it will one day appear from the 
vantage point of liberated exist¬ 
ence—and to achieve such a per¬ 
spective "entirely from felt con- 
tact"47 with the world’s aspects; 
this proviso seems to imply both 
the definitive weight of the 
present and the promise that 
the subject is capable of measur¬ 
ing that present against surviving 
instincts and sensibilities. This 
brief survey tries to suggest 
that the individual does survive 
and tries to turn away from 
official living, maintaining par¬ 
ticularity and otherness in funda¬ 
mental ways, in the face of the 
demands of complicity. 

It has become a commonplace 
to reject or ignore Habermas’s 
early 1970’s hypothesis that "late- 
capitalist societies are endangered 
by a collapse of legitimation."48 
But the farther we get from the 
60’s (perhaps especially with the 
abortive Reagan counter-revolution 
now definitively past) the more 
obvious it is that a full range 
of de-legitimizing potentialities 
has been growing since that 
time. What Robert Wuthnow 
characterized as an unprecedented 
"fundamental uncertainty about 
the institutions of capitalism"49 
does not even take into account 
the real depth of "uncertainty" 
present when emotional survival 
itself is at issue. 

Probably no single datum 
could provide better ammunition 
for the "artificial negativity" 
view of a totally passive, cretin- 
ized populace than that of the 
more than seven hours of tele¬ 
vision consumed per capita daily. 
But can there be much dispute 
that most of those so irradiated 
are consciously narcotizing them¬ 


selves? Drugs of all kinds are 
clearly necessary simply to get 
through the day, and an aura of 
irony has never been so strong 
regarding TV. Further, one could 
point, as many did, to the "Happy 
Days" generation of young men 
as they faced the institution of 
p re-draft registration in the 
early 80’s. With all those thou¬ 
sands of TV programs behind 
them, could there be any doubt 
that all of them would not do¬ 
cilely register? Their massive 
non-corrpliance staggered virtually 
everyone. 

Television commercials also 
deserve comment. Ten years ago, 
it was "Harley Davidson—the free¬ 
dom machine!" and "Mustang II, 
Boredom Zero;" today—along with 
much more attention to pain and 
dyspepsia relief, and alcohol and 
drug treatment centers—Master- 
charge invites us to "Master all 
the possibilities," Merrill Lynch 
sings "To know no boundaries," 
and eroticism becomes far more 
pervasive in the promotion of a 
great variety of commodities. 
Banks, life insurance companies 
and other conservative corrpanents 


begin to sound like the motor¬ 
cycle, whiskey and fast car pur¬ 
veyors of the 70 f s. The widely- 
noted collapse of the commitment 
to deferred gratification50 is not 
without grave danger to the pre¬ 
sent society, as more and more 
is offered—in terms of what can 
only be seen as less and less. 
Consumerized society provides 
less a guarantee of power’s sta¬ 
bility than a bill of reckoning 
that grows ever larger by its 
noticeable failure to satisfy. 

Meanwhile, polls reflect the 
public belief that ability and hard 
work count for almost nothing in 
"getting ahead;" state lotteries 
and other forms of gambling 
emerge as the national pastime; 
virtually universal employee theft 
promotes the use of millions of 
lie-detector and psychological 
"integrity" tests—not to mention 
drug testing; new studies show 
the widespread use of unemploy¬ 
ment benefits to subsidize leisure 
rather than work search; shop¬ 
lifting and tax evasion figures 
set new highs each year, as do 
the U.S. prison population num¬ 
bers; an avalanche of articles 
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touts the desperate need for 
moral education; the Army, re-' 
duced to a New Age "Be all that 
you can be" appeal, contends 
with drug, AWOL, illiteracy pro¬ 
blems, and a new investigation 
points to "Army-wide" pilfering 
of all types of equipment—this 
list and its documentation could 
be greatly extended; I f 11 spare 
the typesetter. 

What stands out is that "nar¬ 
cissistic" withdrawal on this scale 
means that values dangerous to 
the dominant order are corroding 
its very foundation. As Baudrillard 
put it, "Everywhere the masses 
are encouraged to speak, they are 
urged to live socially, politically, 
organizationally...the only genuine 
problem today is the silence of 
the masses."51 

Modern domination is demo¬ 
cratic; it must have participation 
if it is to have legitimacy; if it 
is, ultimately, to function at all. 
This is precisely what is being 
withdrawn, as the return on in¬ 
vesting in domination registers on 
the organism as zero or less. 
This "passivity" is of no instru¬ 
mental use to the world we must 
continue to endure; an artificial 
negativity may well be required. 
But this negativity in no way 
means that a real one, growing 
more visible, does not exist. Nor, 
it must be added, is it inevitable 
that a totally alternative con¬ 
sciousness will emerge from the 
crucible of intensifying alienation. 
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REVIEW 

Noam Chomsky's 
TURNING THE TIDE 

Turning the Tide; U.S. Intervention 
in Central America and the Struggle 
for Peace, by Noam Chomsky (pub¬ 
lished by South End Press, 116 St. 
Botolph St., Boston, MA. 02115, 
1985, $10.00) 

Most U.S. citizens are incredibly 
naive about U.S. foreign policy. They 
swallow whole the official pretense 
that any unpleasantries elsewhere 
in the world are always the fault 
of "the Communists" (or some other 
bullies). And if, unlikely as it might 
seem, there is any suggestion of 
U.S. culpability in the bad news 
arriving from around the world, 
surely it's only a mistake, or an 
aberrancy in the otherwise helpful, 
friendly and kind web of international 
relationships woven by the U.S. 
government. 

"Our" interests are always above¬ 
board, altruistic and, above all else, 
democratic. "We" may occasionally 
be "misguided," or "overzealous," or 
even "mistaken." But "we" always 
give of ourselves, provide unselfish 
aid to poorer nations, and help in 
development efforts which are in¬ 
tended to raise the "standard of 
living," improve the excercise of 
"democracy," and protect other less 
powerful countries from "threats of 
Soviet and Communist subversion." 

However, at the same time, U.S. 
citizens have fairly consistently main¬ 
tained a latent opposition to the 
underlying realities of the exercise 
of U.S. power. For the most part 
they are defenseless against the 
official party line (Demopublican/- 
Republicratic) which extolls U.S. 
virtues and blames every incident 
of international violence, misery 
and suffering on "the Communists." 
Yet, many of the individual instances 
of U.S. bullying, exploitation, and 
violence evoke widespread disapproval 
once they are made generally known 
--despite the U.S. public's failure to 
perceive or understand that under- 
lying patterns of U.S. manipulation 
and intervention give rise to an 
unending stream of "isolated," "in¬ 
dividual" abuses. 

In a long series of essays and 
books, the long-time anarchist, and, 
despite that fact, somewhat respec¬ 
table U.S. policy critic (partly due 
to his international reputation in 
philosophy and linguistics), Noam 
Chomsky, has provided us with de¬ 
tailed descriptions of both U.S. 
policy patterns, their underlying 
causes (the centers of power they 
serve), and the processes through 
which they have been consistently 
implemented, and defended from the 
latent opposition of the U.S. public. 
His books have included American 
Power and the New Mandarins, 
The Fateful Triangle; Israel, the 
United States, and the Palestinian, 
and the two volumes of The Political 
Economy of ftiman Rights written 
with Edward S. Herman, Vol. Is The 
Washington Connection and Third 
World Fascism and Vol. 2: After 
the Cataclysm: Postwar Indochina 
and the Reconstruction of Inperial 
Ideology. 

One of Chomsky's most recent 
efforts is his book Turning the 
Tide; U.S. Intervention in Central 
(Continued on opposite page) 
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PARALLELS AND 
DIFFERENCES 

By Noam Ghomsky 

Illustrations by Garel Moiseiwitsch 

2 n the real world, U.S. global planning has always been sophisticated and careful, as 
you r d expect from a major superpower with a highly centralized and class con¬ 
scious dominant social group. Their power, in turn is rooted in their own ownership 
and management of the society and economy, as is the norm in most societies. 
During World War II, American planners were very well aware that the UnitedStates 
was going to emerge as a world-dominant power in a position of hegemony that had 
few historical parallels and they organized and met in order to deal with this situation. 


From 1939 to 1945, extensive studies 
were conducted by the Council on For¬ 
eign Relations and the State Depart¬ 
ment. One group was called the War- 
Peace Studies Group, which met for six 
years and produced extensive geo¬ 
political analyses and plans. The Council 
on Foreign Relations is essentially the 
business input to foreign policy planning. 
These groups also involved every top 
planner in the State Department with the 
exception of the Secretary of State. 

The conception that they developed is 
what they called “Grand Area” planning. 
The Grand Area was to be a region that 
was subordinated to the needs of the 
American economy. As one planner put 
it, it was to be the region that is “strate¬ 
gically necessary for world control.” The 
geopolitical analysis held that the Grand 
Area had to include at least the Western 
Hemisphere, the Far East, and the for¬ 
mer British Empire, which we were then 
in the process of dismantling and taking 
over ourselves. This is what is called 
“anti-imperialism” in American schol¬ 
arship. The Area was also to include 
Western and Southern Europe and the 
oil-producing regions of the Middle East, 
and in fact, it was to include everything, if 
that were possible. Detailed plans were 
laid for particular regions of the Grand 
Area and also for international institu¬ 
tions that were to organize and police it, 
essentially in the interests of this subor¬ 
dination to American domestic needs. 

With respect to the Far East, the plans 
were roughly as follows: Japan, it was 
understood, would sooner or later be the 
industrial heartland of Asia once again. 
Since Japan is a resource-poor area, it 
would need Southeast Asia and South 
Asia for resources and markets. All of 
this, of course, would be incorporated 
within the global system dominated by 
the United States. 

With regard to Latin America, the mat¬ 
ter was put most plainly by Secretary of 
War Henry Stimson in May 1945 when he 
was explaining how we must eliminate 
and dismantle all regional systems domi¬ 
nated by any other power, particularly the 
British, while maintaining and extending 
our own system. He explained with re¬ 
gard to Latin America as follows: “I think 


that it’s not asking too much to have our 
little region over here which never has 
bothered anybody.” 

The basic thinking behind all of this 
has been explained quite lucidly on a 
number of occasions. (This is a very open 
society and if one wants to learn what’s 
going on, you can do it; it takes a little 
work, but the documents are there and 
the history is there also.) One of the clear¬ 
est and most lucid accounts of the plan¬ 
ning behind this was by George Kennan, 
who was one of the most thoughtful, hu¬ 
mane, and liberal of the planners, and, in 
fact, was eliminated from the State De¬ 
partment largely for that reason. Kennan 
was the head of the State Department 
Policy Planning Staff in the late 1940s. In 
the following document, PPS23, Febru¬ 
ary 1948, he outlined the basic planning: 

We have about 50 percent of the 
world’s wealth, but only 6.3 percent of 
its population. In this situation, we can¬ 
not fail to be the object of envy and 
resentment. Ourreaitaskin the coming 
period is to devise a pattern of rela¬ 
tionships which will permit us to main¬ 
tain this position of disparity. We need 
not deceive ourselves that we can af¬ 
ford today the luxury of altruism and 
world-benefaction .... We should 
cease to talk about vague and. . . un¬ 
real objectives such as human rights, 
the raising of the living standards, and 
democratization. The day is not far off 
when we are going to have to deal in 
straight power concepts. The less we 
are hampered by idealistic slogans, the 
better. 

There are some questions that one can 
raise about Kennan’s formulation, a 
number of them, but I’ll keep to one. One 
is whether he is right in suggesting that 
“human rights, the raising of the living 
standards, and democratization” should 
be dismissed as irrelevant to American 
foreign policy. Actually, a review of the 
historical record suggests a different pic¬ 
ture, namely that the United States often 
has opposed with tremendous ferocity, 
and violence, these elements—human 
rights, democratization, and the raising 
of the living standards. 

This is particularly the case in Latin 


America and there are very good reasons 
for it. The commitment to these doctrines 
is inconsistent with the use of harsh mea¬ 
sures to maintain the disparity, to insure 
our control over 50 percent of the re¬ 
sources, and our exploitation of the 
world. In short, what we might call “the 
First Freedom” (there were Four Free¬ 
doms, you remember, but there was one 
that was left out), the Freedom to Rob, 
and that’s really the only one that counts; 
the others were mostly for show. And in 
order to maintain the freedom to rob and 
exploit, we do have to consistently op¬ 
pose democratization, the raising of liv¬ 
ing standards, and human rights. And we 
do consistently oppose them; that, of 
course is in the real world. 

This Top Secret document referred to 
the Far East, but Kennan applied the 
same ideas to Latin America in a briefing 
for Latin American ambassadors in 
which he explained that: “One of the 
main concerns of U.S. policy is the pro¬ 
tection of our raw materials.” Who must 
we protect our raw materials from? Well, 
primarily, the domestic populations, the 
indigenous populations, which may have 
ideas about raising living standards. And 
that’s inconsistent with maintaining the 
disparity. How will we protect our raw ma¬ 
terials from the indigenous population? 
Well, the answer is the following: 

The final answer might be an un¬ 
pleasant one, but ... we should not 
hesitate before police repression by the 
local government. This is not shameful, 
since the Communists are essentially 
traitors . ... It is better to have a strong 
regime in power than a liberal govern¬ 
ment if it is indulgent and relaxed and 
penetrated by Communists. 

Well, who are the Communists? “Com¬ 
munists” is a term regularly used in 
American political theology to refer to 
people who are committed to the belief 
that “the government has direct respon¬ 
sibility for the welfare of the people.” I’m 
quoting the words of a 1949 State De¬ 
partment intelligence report which 
warned about the spread of this grim and 
evil doctrine, which does, of course, 
threaten “our raw materials" if we can’t 
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abort it somehow. 

In the mid-1950s, these ideas were de¬ 
veloped further. For example, one inter¬ 
esting case was an important study by a 
prestigious study group headed by 
William Yandell Eliot, who was the 
Williams Professor of Government at 
Harvard. They were also concerned with 
what Communism is and how it spreads. 
They concluded accurately that the pri¬ 
mary threat of Communism is the eco¬ 
nomic transformation of the Communist 
powers “in ways which reduce their will¬ 
ingness and ability to complement the 
industrial economies of the West.” That 
is essentially correct and is a good opera¬ 
tional definition of “Communism” in 
American political discourse. Our gov¬ 
ernment is committed to that view. 

If a government is so evil or unwise as 
to undertake a course.of action of this 
sort, it immediately becomes an enemy. 
It becomes a part of the “monolithic and 
ruthless conspiracy” to take over the 
world, as John F. Kennedy put it. It is 
postulated that they have been taken 
over by the Russians if that’s the policy 
that they appear to be committed to. 

American policy toward Nicaragua 
after the 1979 revolution could have been 
predicted by simply observing that the 
health and education budget of Nic¬ 
aragua rose rapidly, that an effective land 
reform program was instituted, and that 
the infant mortality rate dropped very 
dramatically, to the point where Nic¬ 
aragua won an award from the World 
Health Organization for health achieve¬ 
ments (all of this despite horrifying condi¬ 


In May r 1945, Secretary of War Henry 
Stimson explained with regard to Latin 
America as follows: "I think that it r s not 
asking too much to have our little region 
over here which never has bothered 
anybody. rr 


tions left by the Somoza dictatorship 
which we had installed and supported, 
and continued to support to the very end, 
despite a lot of nonsense to the contrary 
that one hears). If a country is devoted to 
policies like I’ve just described it is ob¬ 
viously an enemy. It is part of “the mono¬ 
lithic and ruthless conspiracy”—the Rus¬ 
sians are taking it over. And, in fact, it is 
part of a conspiracy. It is part of a conspir¬ 
acy to take from us what is ours, namely, 
“our raw materials,” and a conspiracy to 
prevent us from “maintaining the dispar¬ 
ity,” which of course, must be the funda¬ 
mental element of our foreign policy. 

Well, it is obvious that a country of this 
sort is an enemy—that is, part of “the 
monolithic and ruthless conspiracy”— 
and that we have to take drastic mea¬ 
sures to ensure that “the rot does not 
spread,” which is the terminology con¬ 
stantly used by the planners. In fact, 
when one reads reports of this kind or 
looks at the health and education statis¬ 
tics—the nutritional level, land reform, 
and so on—one can understand very well 


why American hostility to Nicaragua has 
reached such fanatic, and almost hys¬ 
terical levels. It follows from the geo¬ 
political conception previously outlined. 

The people who are committed to 
these dangerous heresies, such as using 
their resources for their own purposes or 
believing that the government is commit¬ 
ted to the welfare of its own people and so 
on, may not be Soviet clients to begin 
with and, in fact, quite regularly they’re 
not. In Latin America, they are often 
members, to begin with, of Bible study 
groups that become self-help groups, 
church organizations, peasant organiza¬ 
tions, and so on and so forth. But by the 
time we get through with them, they will 
be Soviet clients. They will have nowhere 
else to turn for any minimal form of pro¬ 
tection against the terror and violence 
that we regularly unleash against them if 
they undertake programs of the kind 
described. 

And this is a net gain for American 
policy. One thing you’ll notice, if you look 
(Continued on next page) 
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America and the Struggle for feace, 

which was published in 1985 by 
South End Press. In this work he 
takes U.S. policies in Central America 
head-on and shows in detail just 
how despicable they really are. 

He begins by revealing the true 
underlying dynamics of U.S. policy 
in the policy-makers own words— 
the defense and expansion of U.S. 
systems of domination and 
exploitation throughout the world 
in order to maintain the over¬ 
whelming disparity in power and 
wealth between the U.S. and the 
rest of the world. In the words of 
one State Department planner, writing 
in a "Top Secret" document (to 
hide this reality from the U.S. pu¬ 
blic): 

...we have about 50% of the 
world f s wealth, but only 6.3% 
of its population... In this 
situation, we cannot fail to 
be the object of envy and 
resentment. Our real task in 
the coming period is to devise 
a pattern of relationships 
which will permit us to main¬ 
tain this position of disparity 
without positive detriment to 
our national security. 

The essential truth of U.S. policy 
could not be made much plainer 
than this. 

Of course, the full reality is a 
little more complex. The "we" which 
is spoken of by this planner is rather 
ambiguous. In actuality it is not 
the U.S. population as one might 
naively suppose, but the U.S. elite 
which actually disposes of the vast 
majority of U.S. wealth and power. 
And, while this planner implies 
elsewhere in the document quoted 
from that the U.S. should ignore 
objectives such as "human rights, 
the raising of the living standards, 
and democratization," in fact it has 
always been U.S. policy to actively 
oppose these objectives, except in a 
few special cases like Israel (and 
even then, they have only been 
promoted to a very limited degree). 

Chomsky goes on to show that, 
rather than the official public justi¬ 
fication for U.S. interventions— 
usually some form of the "contain¬ 
ment of Communism" argument—the 
predominant reason for U.S. violence 
being unleashed on relatively defense¬ 
less countries the world over has 
consistently been U.S. defense of 
its "interests" against any possibilities 
that indigenous populations might 
acquire the power to control some 
of their own wealth and resources. 

In U.S. policy terms Chomsky 
argues persuasively that this histo¬ 
rical practice can be formulated as 
a variant of the domino theory 
which Chomsky calls the "rotten 
apple theory." He argues that: 

The prime concern through¬ 
out is that if there is one 
rotten apple in the barrel, 
then "the rot will spread," 
namely, the "rot" of successful 
social and economic develop¬ 
ment of a form that would 
constrain the [power of the 
U.S. to control access to 
markets, military bases and 
the raw materials of other 
countries].(p.67) 

Any strategy or tactic which can 
possibly further U.S. "interests" as 
defined in this way not only can 
(Continued on next page) 
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over the years, is that the United States 
quite consistently tries to create enemies 
if a country does escape from the Ameri¬ 
can grip. What we want to do is drive the 
country into being a base for the Rus¬ 
sians because that justifies us in carrying 
out the violent attacks which we must 
carry out, given the geopolitical concep¬ 
tion under which we organize and control 
much of the world. So that’s what we do, 
and then we “defend” ourselves. We en¬ 
gage in self-defense against the Great 
Satan or the Evil Empire or the “mono¬ 
lithic and ruthless conspiracy.” 

More generally, the Soviet Union plays 
the same kind of game within its own 
narrower domains, and that explains a 


good bit of the structure of the Cold War, 
in fact. 

Well, what has all of this meant for 
Indochina and Central America? Let’s 
begin with Indochina. 

Now remember I’m talking about the 
real world, not the one in the PBS televi¬ 
sion series and so on. In thd ! real world, 
by 1948, the American State Department 
recognized, explicitly, that Ho Chi Minh 
was the sole significant leader of Viet¬ 
namese nationalism, but that if Viet¬ 
namese nationalism was successful, it 
could be a threat to the Grand Area, and 
therefore something had to be done 
about it. The threat was not so much in 
Vietnam itself, which isnotterribly impor- 
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be, but inevitably has been and will 
be used. Regardless of the cost 
involved to the region affected—in 
human lives, in ecological destruction, 
or in sheer suffering and immisera¬ 
tion. 

But, while Chomsky makes it 
clear that the price in other peoples* 
lives is in itself never too high for 
the U.S. to bear in pursuit of its 
objectives, certain costs to the U.S. 
do count in its calculations. These 
include the dollar costs of CIA sub¬ 
version and military intervention, 
the continuing possibilities of do¬ 
mestic destabilization resulting from 
widespread discontent with U.S. 
policies, and possible international 
consequences of intervention. 

However, even when the cost/- 
benefit analysis results in U.S. with¬ 
drawal from an Intervention as in 
the case of Vietnam, the game is 
by no means conceded. The strategy 
and tactics are merely continued 
through less intense means, both to 
cut losses involved, and to remain 
in readiness for future openings 
when conditions may become more 
favorable for U.S. "success." 

Thus, rather than conceding any 
reality to the horrible facts of what 
the U.S. put the Vietnamese people 
through, and rather than taking 
any responsibility whatsoever for 
the disastrous condition of the coun¬ 
try at the end of the Vietnam war, 
the U.S. government and its well- 
paid apologists continue a propaganda 
war blaming every setback on the 
Communists, even when they must 
be invented or fabricated. Every 
possible avenue continues to be 
taken to sabotage the Vietnamese 
economy, to frustrate its attempts 
to gain international support, and 
to prevent it from rebuilding its 
totally devastated countryside. This 
includes the continuation of CIA 
attacks, support for anti-Vietnamese 
guerrillas, and attenpts to exacerbate 
tensions between Vietnam and the 
Chinese in order to harass and bleed 
them without respite. 

The same scenario is being re¬ 
peated now in Nicaragua, where the 
U.S. is putting on pressure, and 
directly or indirectly attacking the 
country, on every front—militarily, 
politically, economically, ideological¬ 
ly,...including use of well-worn tricks 
such as forcing the Nicaraguans to 


buy arms from the Soviet bloc (for 
their self-defense from the attaclc 
of the U.S. proxy "Contra" army) 
by intentionally drying up all other 
sources, in order to be able to accuse 
the Nicaraguans of entering the 
Soviet orbit. 

"They attack us and then 
won*t allow us to defend 
ourselves," Foreign Minister 
Miguel E/Escoto commented 
while rejecting U.S. charges 
that Nicaragua plans "offensive 
actions" against El Salvador 
and Honduras. This miracle 
of hypocrisy is "like a torturer 
who pulls out the fingernails 
of his victim, then gets angry 
because the victim screaira in 
pain," or a cowardly thug 
who sends a collection of 
goons to beat up some child 
in a kindergarten whom he 
doesn*t like, then whines 
piteously if the child raises 
his hands in self-defense.(p.l69) 

No deceit, subterfuge or treachery 
is ever too low. Everything will be 
tried until the job is done. 

Yet, from our position here within 
the errpire, we are in a position to 
be able to affect this train of events, 
though such an eventuality is exactly 
what the government, the corporate 
"public relations" sector, and the 
mass media are continually mobilized 
to prevent. Despite the whole process 
of systematic indoctrination we are 
subject to, and despite the tightly- 
controlled corporate-owned media, 
there remains a certain margin of 
relative freedom available for us to 
act within. 

However, as Chomsky makes 
clear, it is not enough for us to 
simply oppose any one particular 
"excess," or to attempt to "reform" 
the current system to make it a 
little less inhuman and a little less 
bloodthirsty. Such approaches will 
only prolong the life of an arnitlally 
sick system, giving it an even greater 
overall legitimacy than it now pos¬ 
sesses. Instead, practical and realiz¬ 
able social and institutional alter¬ 
natives must be constructed. An 
antiauthoritarian America must first 
be imagined, then the vision must 
be communicated and generalized 
before the reality can be construct¬ 
ed. We should be aiming at nothing 
less. -Lev Qiernyi 


tant for American purposes (the Freedom 
to Rob in Vietnam is not all that signifi¬ 
cant); the fear was that “the rot would 
spread,” namely the rot of successful so¬ 
cial and economic development. In a very 
poor country which had suffered enor¬ 
mously under European colonialism, 
successful social and economic develop¬ 
ment could have a demonstration effect. 
Such development could be a model for 
people elsewhere and could lead them to 
try to duplicate it and gradually the Grand 
Area would unravel. 

So, for example, when the Bishop re¬ 
gime in Grenada began to take any con¬ 
structive moves, it was immediately the 
target of enormous American hostility, 
not because that little speck in the Carib¬ 
bean is any potential military threat or 
any of that sort of business. It is a threat 
in some other respects; if a tiny, nothing- 
country with no natural resources like 
this can begin to extricate itself from the 
system of misery and oppression that 
we’ve helped to impose, then others who 
have even more resources might be 
tempted to do likewise. 

Well, we recognized that we had to pre¬ 
vent the rot from spreading so we had to 
support France in its effort to reconquer 
its former colony, and we did so. By the 
time the French had given up, we were 
providing about 80 percent of the costs of 
the war and in fact we came close to 
using nuclear weapons towards the end, 
by 1954, in Indochina. 

There was a political settlement, the 
Geneva Accords, in 1954, which the 
United States bitterly opposed. We im¬ 
mediately proceeded to undermine 
them, installing in South Vietnam a vio¬ 
lent, terrorist regime, which, of course, 
rejected (with our support) the elections 
which were projected. Then, the regime 
turned to a terrorist attack against the 
population, particularly against the anti- 
French Resistance, which we called the 
Viet Cong, in South Vietnam. The regime 
had killed about 80,000 people (that 
means we had killed, through our plans 
and mercenaries) by the time John F. 
Kennedy took over in 1961. This assault 
against the population, after several 
years, did arouse resistance—such acts 
have a way of doing that—and, by 1959, 
the anti-French Resistance received au¬ 
thorization from the Communist lead¬ 
ership, to use violence in self-defense. 
Then, the government, which we had es¬ 
tablished, immediately began to collapse 
because it had no popular support, as 
the United States conceded. 

Then Kennedy had a problem. It’s 
important to realize how he handled this. 
This is one of the d/s-similarities between 
Vietnam and Central America to which 
I’ll return. In 1961 and 1962 Kennedy 
simply launched a war against South 
Vietnam. That is, in 1961 and 1962, the 
American Air Force began extensive 
bombing and defoliation in South Viet¬ 
nam, aimed primarily against the rural 
areas where 85 percent of the population 
lived. This was part of a program de¬ 
signed to drive several million people into 
concentration camps, which we called 
“strategic hamlets,” where they would be 
surrounded by armed guards and barbed 
wire, “protected,” as we put it, from the 
guerrillas who, we conceded, they were 
willingly supporting. That’s what we call 
“aggression” or "armed attack” when 
some other country does it. We call it 
"defense” when we do it. 

This was when the "defense” of South 
Vietnam escalated, with this attack in 
1961 and 1962. Butthat again failed. The 
resistance increased, and by 1965, the 
United States was compelled to move to 
an outright land, invasion of South Viet¬ 
nam, escalating the attack again. We 
also at that time initiated the bombing of 
North Vietnam, which, as anticipated, 
brought North Vietnamese troops to the 
South several months later. 

Throughout, however, the major Ameri¬ 
can attack was against South Vietnam. 
When we began bombing North Vietnam 


in February 1965, we extended the 
bombing of South Vietnam which had 
already been going on for several years. 
We extended the bombing of South Viet¬ 
nam to triple the scale of the bombing of 
North Vietnam, and throughout, it was 
South Vietnam that bore the main brunt 
of the American war in Indochina. We 
later extended the war to Cambodia and 
Laos. 

As far as the major aims were con¬ 
cerned, the American war was a smash¬ 
ing success. For one thing, there was a 
huge massacre. The first phase of the 
war, the French war, probably left about 
half a million dead. From 1954 to 1965 we 
succeeded in killing maybe another 
160,000 to 170,000 South Vietnamese, 
mostly peasants. The war, from 1965 to 
1975, left a death toll of maybe in the 
neighborhood of 3 million. There were 
also perhaps a million dead in Cambodia 
and Laos. So all together about 5 million 
people were killed, which is a respect¬ 
able achievement when you’re trying to 
prevent any successful social and eco¬ 
nomic development. Furthermore, there 
were millions and millions of refugees 
created by the American bombardment, 
which was quite extraordinarily savage, 
not to mention the murderous ground 
operations. 

The land was devastated. People can’t 
farm because of the destruction and un¬ 
exploded ordnance. And this is all a suc¬ 
cess. Vietnam is not going to be a model 
of social and economic development for 
anyone else. In fact, it will be lucky to 
survive. The rot will not spread. We also 
made sure of that by our actions in the 
surrounding areas, where we buttressed 
the American position. 

The post-war American policy has 
been designed to insure that it stays that 
way. We follow a policy of what some 
conservative business circles out of the 
United States call "bleeding Vietnam.” 
That is, a policy of imposing maximum 
suffering and harshness in Vietnam in 
the hope of perpetuating the suffering 
and insuringthatonlythemosf harsh and 
brutal elements will survive. Then you 
can use their brutality as a justification 
for having carried out the initial attack. 
This is done constantly and quite magnif¬ 
icently in our ideological system. We are 
now supporting the Pol Pot forces; we 
concede this incidentally. The State De¬ 
partment has stated that our reason for 
supporting the Democratic Kampuchea 
Coalition, which is largely based on 
Khmer Rouge forces, is because of its 
“continuity” with the Pol Pot regime; 
therefore we support it indirectly through 
China or through other means. This is 
part of the policy of “bleeding Vietnam.” 
Also, of course, we offer no aid, no rep¬ 
arations, though we certainly owe them. 
We block aid from international institu¬ 
tions and we’ve succeeded in blocking 
aid from other countries. 

India tried to send, in 1977, 100 buf¬ 
falo, a very small amount, to Vietnam to 
try to replenish the buffalo herd that was 
destroyed in the war. We tried to block it 
by threatening to cancel Food for Peace 
aid to India if they sent the 100 buffalo. 
Mennonites in the United States tried to 
send pencils to Cambodia; again the 
State Department tried to block it. They 
also tried to send shovels to Laos to dig 
up the unexploded ordnance. Of course, 
we could do it easily with heavy equip¬ 
ment, but that we are plainly not going to 
do. 


^^et’s turn to Central America, that is, 
"our little region over here that never has 
bothered anybody,” as Henry Stimson 
put it. Major U.S. military intervention in 
Central America began 131 years ago in 
1854 when the United States Navy bom¬ 
barded and destroyed a port town in Nic¬ 
aragua, San Juan del Norte. This town 
was in fact captured for a few days by 
contras from Costa Rica about a year 
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ago. The press made a big fuss about it, 
but they failed to note the historical ante¬ 
cedents. Our bombing and destruction of 
the town was not a capricious act. It was 
an act of revenge. A yacht owned by the 
American millionaire Cornelius Vander¬ 
bilt had sailed Into the port and an official 
had attempted to levy port charges on it. 
So, in revenge, the Navy burned the town 
down to the ground. 

Well, that was our first military inter¬ 
vention in Nicaragua and there have 
been many since. In the first third of this 
century, the U.S. sent military forces to 
Cuba, Panama, Mexico, and Honduras 
and occupied Haiti for twenty years. 
There, under Wilson, we reinstituted 
slavery, burned villages, destroyed, tor¬ 
tured, and left a legacy which still re¬ 
mains, in one of the most miserable cor¬ 
ners of one of the most miserable regions 
in the world. Woodrow Wilson, the great 
apostle of self-determination, celebrated 
this doctrine by invading Mexico, Haiti 
and by launching a counter-insurgency 
war in the Dominican Republic, again, 
with ample destruction and torture. 
There, again, we established a long-last¬ 
ing military dictatorship, under Trujillo, 
one of the worst dictators we managed to 
establish in this region. The United 
States invaded Nicaragua repeatedly, fi¬ 
nally leaving behind a brutal, corrupt, 
and long-lasting military dictatorship, the 
regular consequence of U.S. 
intervention. 

In the post World War II period, there 
have been military interventions in 
Guatemala (probably the country which 
comes closest in the contemporary world 
to Nazi Germany), Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador and Grenada. A 
twenty-year war of terrorism was waged 
against Cuba. Cuba has been the target 
of more international terrorism, probably, 
than the rest of the world combined and, 
therefore, in the American ideological 
system, it is regarded as the source of 
international terrorism, exactly as Orwell 
would have predicted. And now there’s a 
war against Nicaragua. 

The impact of all of this has been abso¬ 
lutely horrendous. There’s vast starva¬ 
tion throughout the region while crop 
lands are devoted to exports td the 
United States. There’s slave labor, crush¬ 
ing poverty, torture, mass murder, every 
horror you can think of. In El Salvador 
alone, from October 1979 (a date to 
which I’ll return) until December 1981— 
approximately two years—about 30,000 
people were murdered and about 
600,000 refugees created. Those figures 
have about doubled since. Most of the 
murders were carried out by U.S.-backed 
military forces, including so-called 
“death squads.” The efficiency of the 
massacre in El Salvador has recently in¬ 
creased with direct participation of Amer¬ 
ican military forces. American planes 
based in Honduran and Panamanian 
sanctuaries, military aircraft, now coordi¬ 
nate bombing raids over El Salvador, 
which means that the Salvadoran Air 
Force can more effectively kill fleeing 
peasants and destroy villages, and, in 
fact, the kill rate has gone up correspond¬ 
ing to that. 

At the same time, the war against Nic¬ 
aragua has left unknown thousands 
killed, these added to the 50,000 or so 
killed in the last stages of the Somoza 
dictatorship. Since we overthrew the 
democratic government of Guatemala in 
1954, according to a Guatemalan human 
rights group in Mexico (none can func¬ 
tion in Guatemala), about 150,000 peo¬ 
ple have been murdered, again, primarily 
by U.S.-backed forces and sometimes 
with direct U.S. military participation. 

These figures kind of lose their mean¬ 
ing when you just throw out numbers. 
You see what they mean when you look 
more closely at the refugees’ reports: for 
example, a report by a few people who 
succeeded in escaping from a village in 
Quiche province, where the government 
troops came in, rounded up the popula¬ 
tion, and put them in the town building.' 



One thing you ’ll notice is that the United 
States quite consistently tries to create 
enemies if a country does escape from the 
American grip. What we want to do is 
drive the country into being a base for the 
Russians. 


They then took all the men out and de¬ 
capitated them. Then they raped and 
killed the women. Then they tookthe chil¬ 
dren and killed them by bashing their 
heads with rocks. This has been what our 
taxes have been paying for—sometimes 
by means of our proxies—since the 1954 
successful overthrow of Guatemalan de¬ 
mocracy, where we have effectively pre¬ 
served order since. I might mention that 
the 1954 American-instigated coup was 
referred to by John Foster Dulles, the 
Secretary of State, as “a new and 
glorious chapter in the already glorious 
traditions of the American States.” 

Virtually every attempt to bring about 
any constructive change in this U.S.-con¬ 
structed Chamber of Horrors has met 
with a new dose of U.S. violence. The 
historical record is one of the most 
shameful stories in modern history and 
naturally is very little known here, though 
in a free society it would be well-under¬ 
stood and taught in elementary school in 
all of its sordid and gruesome detail. 

Throughout this period the public pose 
has always been that we are defending 
ourselves. So, in Vietnam, we are de¬ 
fending ourselves against the Viet¬ 
namese when we attack South Vietnam. 
It’s what Adlai Stevenson at the United 
Nations called “Internal aggression,” an¬ 
other phrase that Orwell would have ad¬ 
mired and one that we use quite com¬ 
monly. “Internal aggression,” meaning, 
aggression by the Vietnamese against 
us, in Vietnam— and we’ve often had to 
defend ourselves against that kind of in¬ 
ternal aggression. Nicaragua today is an¬ 
other case. So, for example, when our 
mercenary army attacks Nicaragua, we 
argue that this is defense—that we are 
defending Mexico, Central America, and 
ultimately ourselves from Russian imper¬ 
ialism or “internal aggression.” 


Well, it’s interesting to look at that in 
the light of history. Virtually everything 
that is now happening has happened be¬ 
fore,' in corresponding or very similar 
forms. Our historical amnesia prevents 
us from seeing that. Everything looks 
new and therefore we don’t understand 
it. It must just be a stupid error. 

So, for example, in the late 1920s, 
President Coolidge sent the Marines 
once again to Nicaragua. At that time we 
were defending Nicaragua against Mex¬ 
ico, now we are defending Mexico 
against Nicaragua. At that time we were 
defending Nicaragua against Russian 
imperialism when we sent the Marines 
that time, eventually ending up with the 
establishment of the Somoza dic¬ 
tatorship. President Coolidge, in fact, 
said, "Mexico was on trial before the 
world,” when he sent the Marines into 
Nicaragua at that time. Notice that the 
bottom line remains the same as the cast 
of characters changes: Kill Nicaraguans. 

What did we do before we had the Bol¬ 
sheviks to defend ourselves against? For 
example, when Wilson sent the Marines 
to Haiti and the Dominican Republic, that 
was before the Bolshevik revolution, so 
we couldn’t be defending ourselves 
against Russian imperialism. Well, then 
we were defending ourselves against the 
Huns. The hand of the Huns was particu¬ 
larly obvious in Haiti. If you look back, the 
Marine Commander there, Marine Com¬ 
mander Thorpe, explained that “the 
handwork of the German” was evident 
here because of the kind of resistance 
that the “niggers” were putting up. Ob¬ 
viously, they couldn’t be doing it on their 
own so there must be German direction. 
The same sentiments were expressed 
throughout. So for example, in the Do¬ 
minican Republic the resistance was 
being carried out by the people who The¬ 


odore Roosevelt had, during an earlier 
intervention, called “damned Dagoes,” 
or by “spigs,” “coons,” “higs,” in the 
terms that are regularly used to describe 
the people against whom we’re defend¬ 
ing ourselves, the perpetrators of such 
“internal aggression.” 

Well let’s go back a little further, be¬ 
cause self-defense is deeply rooted in 
American history. In the 19th century, 
when we were wiping out the Native 
American population, we were defending 
ourselves against savage attacks from 
British and Spanish sanctuaries in Can¬ 
ada and Florida and therefore we had to 
take over Florida, and we had to take the 
West to defend ourselves from these at¬ 
tacks. In 1846 we were compelled to de¬ 
fend ourselves against Mexico. That ag¬ 
gression began deep inside Mexican 
territory, but again, that was self-defense 
against Mexican aggression. We had to 
take about a third of Mexico in the pro¬ 
cess, including California where the ex¬ 
planation was that it was a preemptive 
strike. The British were about to take it 
over, and, in self-defense, we had to beat 
them to it. And so it goes, all the way 
back. The Evil Empire changes, but the 
truth of the matter remains about the 
same. And if American history were actu¬ 
ally taught, people would know these 
things. This is the core of American 
history. 

Let me return to Kennan’s formula, 
“human rights, the raising of the living 
standards, and democratization,” con¬ 
sidering now Latin America. 1 want to 
consider the question that I raised be¬ 
fore: are they really irrelevant to our pol¬ 
icy the way he suggested they ought to 
be? Let’s take a closer look. 

Take human rights. Now actually, that’s 
an empirical question. You can study 
how American foreign policy is related to 
human rights, and it has been studied for 
Latin America and elsewhere. The lead¬ 
ing American specialist on human rights 
in Latin America, Lars Schoultz, has a 
study published in Comparative Politics, 
January 1981, in which he investigated 
exactly that question. He asked how the 
human rights climate in a country corre¬ 
lated with American aid. He chose a very 
narrow conception of human rights, what 
he called, “anti-torture rights,” that is, 
the right to be free from torture by the 
government and so on. And, in fact, he 
found there is a relationship between 
human rights and American foreign pol¬ 
icy: namely, the more the human rights 
climate deteriorates, the more American 
aid increases. The correlation was fur¬ 
thermore strong. There was no correla¬ 
tion between American aid to need. This 
aid included military aid and it went on 
right through the Carter administration. 
To use his words, he said that “aid has 
tended to flow disproportionately to Latin 
American governments which torture 
their citizens,” to “the hemisphere’s rela¬ 
tively egregious violators of fundamental 
human rights." This might suggest that 
Kennan understated the case: human 
rights are not irrelevant, rather, we have a 
positive hatred of them. We send aid to 
precisely those governments which tor¬ 
ture their citizens, and the more effec¬ 
tively they do so, the more we’ll aid them. 
At least that’s what the evidence shows in 
this and other studies. 

A correlation isn’t a theory. It’s not an 
explanation. We still need an explana¬ 
tion, and number of them come to mind. 
One possible explanation would be that 
the American leadership just likes tor¬ 
ture. So the more a government tortures 
its citizens the more we will aid them. 
That’s a possible explanation, but it’s an 
unlikely one. The real explanation is 
probably Kennan’s: that is, it is irrelevant. 
Human rights are irrelevant. What we like 
is something else. There have been other 
studies that suggest a theory to explain 
the correlation. 

There’s one by a co-author of mine, 
Edward Herman, an economist at the 
University of Pennsylvania, who investi¬ 
gated the same sort of thing that 
(Continued on next page) 
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Schoultz studied, but on a worldwide 
basis. Herman again found the same cor¬ 
relation: the worse the human rights cli¬ 
mate, the more American aid goes up. 
But he also carried out another study 
which gives you some insight into what’s 
really happening. He compared Ameri¬ 
can aid to changes in the investment cli¬ 
mate, the climate for business opera¬ 
tions, as measured, for example, by 
whether foreign firms can repatriate prof¬ 
its and that sort of thing. It turned out 
there was a very close correlation. The 
better the climate for business opera¬ 
tions, the more American aid—the more 
we support the foreign government. That 
gives you a plausible theory. American 
foreign policy is in fact based on the prin¬ 
ciple that human rights is irrelevant, but 
that improving the climate for foreign 
business operations is highly relevant. In 
fact, that flows from the central geo¬ 
political conception. 

Now, how do you improve the business 
climate in a Third World country? Well, 
it’s easy. You murder priests, you torture 
peasant organizers, you destroy popular 
organizations, you institute mass murder 
and repression to prevent any popular 
organization. And that improves the in¬ 
vestment climate. So there’s a secondary 
correlation between American aid and 
the deterioration of human rights. It’s en¬ 
tirely natural that we should tend to aid 
countries that are egregious violators of ! 
fundamental human rights and that tor¬ 
ture their citizens, and that’s indeed what 
we find. 

Well, so much for human rights. What 
about raising the living standards? In 
Latin America there has been economic 
growth. If you look, the GNP keeps going 
up but at the same time, typically, there is 
increased suffering and starvation for a 
very large part of the population. So, in 
one case, Brazil, the most important 
Latin American country, there has been 
what was called an “economic miracle’’ 
in the last couple of decades, ever since 
we destroyed Brazilian democracy by 
supporting a military coup in 1964. The 
support for the coup was initiated by Ken¬ 
nedy but finally carried to a conclusion by 
Johnson. The coup was called by Ken¬ 
nedy’s ambassador, Lincoln Gordon, 
“the single most decisive victory for free¬ 
dom in the mid-twentieth century.” We 
installed the first really major National 
Security State, Nazi-like State, in Latin 
America, with high-technology torture 
and so on. Gordon called it “totally demo¬ 
cratic,” “the best government Brazil ever 
had.” And that, in turn, had a significant 
domino effect in Latin America; Brazil is 
an important country. Well, there was an 
economic miracle and there was an in¬ 
crease in the Gross National Product. 
There was also an increase in suffering 
for much of the population. 

So, for example, here are some statis¬ 
tics from a Brazilian scientific journal 
concerning Rio de Janeiro, which is far 
from the poorest area in Brazil. The fig¬ 
ures on malnutrition for children showed 
that from 0 to 2.5 months, two-thirds of 
them suffered severe malnutrition, from 
5 to 12 months, 40 percent, from 12 
months to 2.5 years, 10 percent. Now, 
why do the figures go down? Well, you 
can figure that out: they die. The children 
die, therefore the figures go down. That’s 
in Rio de Janeiro as one consequence of 
"the most decisive victory for freedom in 
the mid-twentieth century.” And that 
story is duplicated throughout much of 
Latin America, where the United States 
has successfully intervened, from Haiti 
to the Dominican Republic, to Nicaragua 
and Guatemala and so on. 

So much for the second element, rais¬ 
ing of the living standards. What about 
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remains. 

democratization? Well, we’ve repeatedly 
intervened to overthrow democratic gov¬ 
ernments. This is understandable. The 
more a country is democratic, the more it 
is likely to be responsive to the public, 
and, hence, committed to the dangerous 
doctrine that "the government has a di¬ 
rect responsibility for the welfare of the 
people,” and, therefore, not devoted to 
the transcendent needs of Big Brother. 
Therefore, we have to do something 
about it. Democracy of O.K. but only as 
longaswecan control it and be sure that 
it comes out the way we want, just as the 
Russians permit democratic elections in 
Poland. That is the typical history. So, in 
Guatemala, the government was demo¬ 
cratic but out of control, so we had to 
overthrow it. Similarly in Chile under Al- 
lende. Or take the Dominican Republic, 
which has long been the beneficiary of 
our solicitous care. Woodrow Wilson be¬ 
gan a major counterinsurgency cam¬ 
paign which ended in the early 1920’s 
and which led to the Trujillo dictatorship, 
one of the most brutal and vicious and 


corrupt dictatorships that we managed to 
install in Latin America. In the early 
1960’s it looked as though there was 
going to be a move towards democracy 
There was, in fact, a democratic election 
in 1962. Juan Bosch was elected, a lib¬ 
eral democrat. The Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion was very cool. The way it reacted is 
interesting. (You have to understand that 
the U.S. so totally dominates these coun¬ 
tries that the U.S. embassy essentially 
runs them.) The American embassy 
blocked every effort that Bosch made to 
organize public support. So, for exam¬ 
ple, land reform, labor organizing, any¬ 
thing that could have developed public 
support against a military which was 
pretty certain to try another coup—any 
such effort was blocked by the Kennedy 
Administration. As a result, the predicted 
military coup took place and Wash¬ 
ington, which was essentially responsi¬ 
ble for the success of the coup, shortly 
after it, recognized the new government. 
A typical military dictatorship of the type 
we like was established. In 1965, there 


was a coup by liberal, reformist officers, 
a constitutionalist coup, which threat¬ 
ened to restore democracy in the Domin¬ 
ican Republic, so we intervened again. 
That time we simply sent troops. A 
bloody and destructive war took place, 
many thousands of people were killed 
and we again succeeded in establishing 
a terror-and-torture regime. The country 
was also, jncidentally, brought totally 
within the grip of American corporations. 
The Dominican Republic was virtually 
bought up by Gulf and Western and other 
corporations after the coup. The country 
was totally demoralized. It was, in fact, 
subjected to terror and suffering, crush¬ 
ing poverty and so on. So then we could 
have elections, because it was guaran¬ 
teed that nothing would happen. They 
can even elect social democrats for all we 
care, the basic results having been 
achieved. The government would never 
be able to accomplish anything for its 
population, that is, for that part of the 
population which had not been killed or 
fled. In this region about 20 percent of the 
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population has come to the United 
States, and in places where they have 
easier access, such as Puerto Rico, the 
figure is about 40 percent. 

Well, let’s turn to El Salvador in con¬ 
nection with our attitude toward demo¬ 
cratization. There were democratic elec¬ 
tions in El Salvador in 1972 and 1977. In 
both cases the military intervened to 
abort them and installed military dic¬ 
tatorships. The people in Washington 
could not have cared less. There was no 
concern whatsoever. There were also the 
regular atrocities throughout this period, 
eliciting little concern in Washington. 
However, there were developments, two 
in fact, that did elicit concern in the late 
1970’s. One was that the Somoza dic¬ 
tatorship fell in 1979. There is much my¬ 
thology about this, but the fact of the 
matter is that Carter supported Somoza 
till the very end, even after the natural 
allies of the United States, the local busi¬ 
ness community, turned, against him. 
That was a danger sign and it worried the 
United States with regard to El Salvador. 
There was another development that was 
even more dangerous. There were the 
beginnings of popular democratic organ¬ 
izations within El Salvador of the sort I 
mentioned earlier: Bible study groups 
turning into self-help groups; peasant co¬ 
operatives, unions, all sorts of organiza¬ 
tions which seemed to be establishing 
the basis for a functioning democracy. 

Now, anybody who thinks, realizes that 
democracy doesn’t mean much if people 
have to.confront concentrated systems 
of economic power as isolated indi¬ 
viduals. Democracy means something if 
people can organize to gain information, 
to have thoughts for that matter, to make 
plans, to enter into the political system in 
some active way, to put forth programs 
and so on. If organizations of that kind 
exist, then democracy can exist too. 
Otherwise it’s a matter of pushing a lever 
every couple of years; it’s like having the 
choice between Coca-Cola and Pepsi¬ 
Cola. In El Salvador there were dan¬ 
gerous moves in this direction in the 
1970s with the development of what were 
called “popular organizations,” and 
therefore, something had to be done 
about them because there might be real 
democracy. We plainly don’t tolerate 
that. 

These two developments did lead to 
some action on the part of the United 
States. In October 1979, the U.S. sup¬ 
ported a reformist coup which overthrew 
the Romero dictatorship. There was, in 
fact, considerable fear that he was going 
to go the way of Somoza. Well, what hap¬ 
pened then? The U.S. insisted that some 
of the harshest and most brutal mil'rtary 
elements be prominently placed in the 
junta. The killing rapidly increased right 
after the coup. By early 1980, the left 
Christian Democrats, socialists, and re¬ 
formist military elements had been elimi¬ 
nated from or had simply fled from the 
junta, and the country was in the hands 
of the usual thugs that we install in our 
domains. Duarte came in at that time as a 
useful cover, to preside over one of the 
great Central American massacres. The 
archbishop, Archbishop Romero, 
pleaded with President Carter not to 
send military aid. The‘reasons were the 
following: he said that military aid would 
“sharpen the repression that has been 
unleashed against the people’s organi¬ 
zations fighting to defend their most fun¬ 
damental human rights.’’ Therefore he 
asked Carter not to send military aid. 
Well, of course, that was the very es¬ 
sence of American policy: namely, to in¬ 
crease massacre and repression, to de¬ 
stroy the popular organizations, and to 
prevent the achievement of human 
rights, so naturally the aid flowed and the 
war picked up steam. Archbishop 
Romero was assassinated shortly after¬ 
wards. In May 1980, under Carter re¬ 
member, the war against the peasantry 
really took off in full force, largely under 
the guise of land reform. 


The first major action was a joint oper¬ 
ation of the Honduran and Salvadoran 
armies at the Rio Sumpul where about 
600 people were killed as they tried to 
flee into Honduras. That massacre was 
suppressed by the American press for 
about 15 months, though it was pub¬ 
lished in the world press and the Church 
press, right here in Cambridge, forexam- 
ple. In fact, American press coverage 
during 1970 was unbelievably bad. In 
June 1980, the university in San Sal- 
vadorwas attacked and destroyed by the 
army. Many faculty and students were 
killed and much of the university facHities 
were simply destroyed and demolished. 
In November the political opposition was 
massacred. Meanwhile the independent 
media were destroyed. 

This war had a number of significant 
successes. The popular organizations 
were destroyed; therefore we can now 
permit democratic elections—now that 
there is no concern anymore that they 
might mean something. These elections 
are carried out in “an atmosphere of ter¬ 
ror and despair, of macabre rumor and 
grisly reality.” That was the assessment 
by the head of the British Parliamentary 
Human Rights Group, Lord Chitnis, with 
regard to the 1984 elections in El Sal¬ 
vador—rather different from the media 
coverage here, as you may recall. The 
point is that once the basis for democ¬ 
racy has been destroyed, once state ter¬ 
rorism has been firmly established, then 
elections are entirely permissible, even 
worthwhile, for the sake of American 
public opinion. The contrast between our 
alleged concern for elections today and 
our actual concern for elections in the 
1970s is, again, informative. Well, that 
was a success, namely destroying the 
popular organizations and so on. There 
was also, however, a failure. 

The failure was that people began to 
join the guerrillas. There were only a few 
hundred guerrillas when all of this be¬ 
gan. They grew to many thousands dur¬ 
ing this period. Of course, that’s proof 
that the Russians are coming—anyone 
who understands the U.S. knows that. 
And, in fact, that is very similar to Viet¬ 
nam in the 1950s. If you think through 
what I’ve just described, what happened 
in El Salvador under Carter and what 
happened in Vietnam under Eisenhower 
are very similar. 

Well, meanwhile, we stepped up our 
war against Nicaragua, not because Nic¬ 
aragua is brutal and oppressive. Even if 
you accept the harshest criticisms that 
have even a minimal basis in reality, by 
the standards of the governments that we 
support, Nicaragua is virtually a para¬ 
dise. But we attack Nicaragua precisely 
because it is committed to a model of 
development that we cannot tolerate. Of 
course this is presented as defense 
against the Russians, and as proof that 
it’s defense against the Russians, we 
note that they receive weapons with 
which they can defend themselves 
against our attack. Foreign Minister 
d’Escoto pointed out that it’s like “a tor¬ 
turer who pulls out the fingernails of his 
victim and then gets angry because the 
victim screams in pain.” Actually, a 
closer analogy would be a thug who hires 
a goon squad to beat up some kid in 
kindergarten who the thug doesn’t like, 
and then begins whining piteously if the 
child raises his arms to protect himself. 
That would be a pretty accurate analogy 
to what’s hapening there. 

Reagan’s problem in El Salvador is 
very similar to Kennedy’s in South Viet¬ 
nam twenty years ago. There was severe 
internal repression in both cases, which 
was very successful in destroying popu¬ 
lar organizations, killing a lot of people, 
and so on. However, the internal repres¬ 
sion did elicit resistance which the state 
that we had installed was unable to con¬ 
trol. Kennedy simply attacked South 
Vietnam with bombardment and defolia¬ 
tion. And Reagan has been trying to do 
the same in El Salvador for the last cou¬ 


ple of years, but he has not been quite 
able to. He has been blocked by domes¬ 
tic opposition. He has therefore been 
forced to more indirect measures. These 
have certainly succeeded in killing many 
people and causing vast misery, but not 
yet in crushing the resistance. We are 
still short of U.S. Air Force bombings. 

I’ve mentioned some of the sim¬ 
ilarities. What are the differences? Well, 
the main difference is that the United 
States has changed. When Kennedy at¬ 
tacked South Vietnam, there was no pro¬ 
test, virtually none. That was in the early 
1960s when Kennedy began the direct 
military acts against South Vietnam. 
When Johnson escalated the attack 
against South Vietnam to a full scale land 
invasion, there was also very little pro¬ 
test. In fact, protests reached a signifi¬ 
cant scale only when several hundred 
thousand American troops were directly 
engaged in the war against South Viet¬ 
nam, a war which by then extended well 
beyond. 

In contrast, Reagan’s attempt to esca¬ 
late the war in El Salvador has met with 
considerable popular opposition here. 
And that’s significant. In fact, that’s one 
of the most significant facts of contempo¬ 
rary history. 

As recently as 1982, polls indicate that 
about 70 percent of the American popu¬ 
lation regard the Vietnam war not as a 
“mistake,” but as “fundamentally wrong 
and immoral.” Many fewer opinion lead¬ 
ers expressed that view, and virtually 
none of the really educated class or artic¬ 
ulate intelligentsia ever took that posi¬ 
tion. That incidentally is quite typical. It’s 
typical for educated classes to be more 
effectively controlled by the indoctrina¬ 
tion system to which they are directly 
exposed, and in which they play a sort of 
social role as its purveyors, hence com¬ 
ing to internalize it. So this degree of 
servility to the party line is not unique to 
this example. But the point is there’s a 
split, a very substantial split, between 
much of the population and those who 
regard themselves as its national lead¬ 
ers. That is even given a technical 
name—it’s called the “Vietnam Syn¬ 
drome.” Notice the term “syndrome,” as 
applied to a disease. The disease is that 
there’s just a lot of people are opposed to 
massacre, aggression and torture, $nd 
feel solidarity with the victims. Therefore, 
something has to be done about that. It 
was assumed injhe early 1980s that the 
disease had been cured, and by reading 
the productions of the educated classes, 
you would certainly have believed that. 
But, in fact, the disease was never very 
widespread and it’s a problem—it im¬ 
pedes, it inhibits direct intervention and 
aggression. 

Whether this opposition, which is quite 
real, can become sufficiently organized 
and effective to block further escala¬ 
tion—I don’t know. It could be that the 
current level of attack on the population 
of Central America will suffice to achieve 
the major American military ends. What 
is clear, however, is that we’re living 
through another chapter in a sordid and 
shameful history of violence and terror 
and oppression. 

Unless we can muster the moral cour¬ 
age and the honesty to understand all of 
this, and toact to change it, as we indeed 
can, then it’s going to continue and there 
will be many millions of additional victims 
who will face starvation and torture, or 
outright massacre, in what we will call “a 
crusade for freedom.” 

Noam Chomsky is a professor of philoso¬ 
phy at Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. He was early a critic of U.S. policy 
In Vietnam. This is Mr. Chomsky’s excerpt 
of a speech he delivered at Harvard Univer¬ 
sity in March. Carel Moiseiwitsch is an art¬ 
ist living in Vancouver, B.C. 

This article and aanrputyiic gj^iius 

have been reprinted from the Winter 

1986 CLINTON ST- QUARTERLY (Vol.8 f 

No.4). Books by Noam Chomsky will 

soon be available on consigmait at the 

Columbia Community Grocery. 



The politics of 
recycling 

Continued from page 19 


statewide mandatory recycling law. 
And as more and more state and 
local governments encounter the 
facts of less and less available land¬ 
fill space and increasing dumping 
costs, mandatory recycling laws are 
likely to become common. 

The New Jersey law would 
require that glass, newsprint, alumi¬ 
num and leaves be separated from 
other trash, and would create a 
statewide recycling system which 
could possibly make some aspects 
of recycling more "cost-efficient” 
(such as the transfer and sale of 
recycled materials). 

However the real scandal in¬ 
volved in the politics of recycling 
is neither the foot dragging atterrpt 
to sabotage our local "voluntary" 
recycling system (not entirely volun¬ 
tary since it relies on extorted tax 
dollars), nor the obviously coercive 
nature of the New Jersey system 
(which will also inevitably involve 
the creation of yet another state 
bureaucracy, with all the ineffiency, 
corruption, and counter-productivity 
government monopolies are so noto¬ 
rious for). The real scandal is that 
these programs, their supporters, 
and their opponents all serve to 
focus attention only on the narrowly 
ameliorative concept of recycling, 
as if it were more than just one 
minor aspect of the technological 
juggernaut's ongoing destruction of 
our environment, our communities, 
and our very lives. 

The really important questions 
are hardly ever posed, much less 
publicly debated. Ultimately the 
ecological concerns of this generation 
will have to evolve into a questioning 
of the fundamental structures of 
government, community, industry 
and technology if we are ever going 
to come to grips with the global 
nature of the current social/ecologi¬ 
cal crisis. So far, unfortunately, 
there is litt l e_ e vidence that this 
will happen. -Lev Chemyi 
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Letters 



We would like to encourage 
readers to write us in order to 
open a dialogue both with those 
who are sym>athetic and those 
who are critical of anarchist theory 
and practice. All letters to ANAR¬ 
CHY will be printed with the 
author’s initials only, unless it Is 
specifically stated that her/his 
full name may be used, or that 
s/he wishes to remain anonymous 
We will edit letters that are re¬ 
dundant, overly long, unreadable 
or boring. Address your letters to 
ANARCHY, c/o C.A.L., POB 380, 
Columbia, Ha 65205. 

Insert tab 0 
in slot Z 

Hello everybody, 

I hope all is well in Colum¬ 
bia.... 

What I liked most about 
issue #12 was the shirt less 
picnic article A Alf Sprack's 
notes on playing for keeps. 
What the anarchist scene 
needs is some praxis, it seems 
to me, and the shirt less picnic 
did just that—it's good to 
see folks living freedom instead 
of just talking about it. A 
friend and I were in Des 
Moines last week visiting the 
Kindred Community A they 
sho wed us a recent Iowa 
Socialist that had an article 
about an action, a parade 
recently in Cedar Falls or 
Cedar Rapids or Cedar Bluffs 
or Cedar Something-or-other 
in Iowa where a group of 
women entered a float dressed 
—or rather, not dressed—as 


the Statue of Liberty. The 
natives there weren't as 
friendly as in Columbia. A lot 
of the women watching yelled 
abusive remarks, rocks were 
thrown, A one woman was 
attacked by a man who ran 
to the float and grabbed one 
of her breasts. Fortunately she 
wasn't injured, though. There 
were no arrests on either side. 

Alf Sprack's notes were 
really incisive A inspiring 
...some of the best I've read 
since Julian Beck's life of the 
Theatre earlier this year, 
well last year, you know what 
I mean..."But I don't want to 
live in 'America.' I want to 
live on the land now under 
occupying forces; I want to 
make it a place which is 
truly our own." Amen. I'm 
afaid I don’t have lots of 
brilliant proposals on how to 
get there, any blueprints for 
concrete projects, no paint- 
by-number pictures, no list of 
assembly instructions for an 
ideal society: insert tab @ 
slot Z...but maybe trying to 
lay out a concrete program 
for building the life we want 
is like the proverbial flashlight 
in search of the nature of 
darkness...maybe we just have 
to DO IT...I dunno.... 

Keep up the good work, 
which may or may not have 
anything to do with publishing 
the paper, that's up to you.... 

Keep in touch. 

taller than a speeding 

bullet, B.H., Lawrence, KS. 


Kiss-up award 

"...kiddie pom is a subunder¬ 
ground hobby of certain sick 
fetishists and almost universally 
produced outside the United 
States...the adult (pom] indus¬ 
try, with its underground 
intelligence network, could 
ferret out sources of kiddie 
porn much more efficiently 
than the slow moving and 
slow-witted police authorities. 
Working with authorities on 
an organized basis, the adult 
industry could maintain con¬ 
fidentiality of its sources and 
track down the kiddie porno- 
g rap hers and snuff-film pro¬ 
ducers to a fare-thee-well.... 
And that kind of coopera¬ 
tion... might even make the 
police more friendly...." —Thom 
Reger, Swinging Times #58 
(Undated, but received fall, 
1986. Reger is managing editor 
of both Swinging Times and 
Get Kinky.) 

I condemn imagery with real 
models that includes noncon- 
sensual acts. However,* I don't 
think getting it on with The 
Man is the way to handle the 
problem. 

Some of what is smeared as 
"kiddie porn" is merely photos 
of nude children, not even 
being touched by anyone, let 
alone attacked. Reger doesn't 
say what he means by "kiddie 
porn." But no matter; if he 
works with the authorities 
it's their definition that counts. 


Perhaps Reger is trying to 
get in good with the blue-law 
enforcers so they will leave 
alone his "adult pom" publica¬ 
tions. But what makes him 
believe that after the vice 
squads suppress "kiddie pom” 
they will just turn in their 
badges and become parking 
lot attendants? More likely 
they will name something 
else "vice" and go after it. 
And what might that be, Thom? 
How about bondage and disci¬ 
pline, cross dressing, adult 
infantilism, and other practices 
covered in Get Kinky? All 
are "sick fetishes" to the 
censors. 

Sincerely, 
Sylvia Carlson, Veneta, OR. 

[Sylvia Carlson produoo APA- 
EROS, an unedited reader- 
written forum about sex, 
erotica, and relationships 
(het, lesbian, gay). For a 
sanple copy send a SASB and 
state that you are over 18 
to: Sylvia c/o Gorre^an, 
POB 759, Veneta, OR. 974871 

Arm your desires? 

After reading your 
newsletter I found it very 
hard to believe that any of 
you self-proclaimed 
anarchists take anything 
seriously, including yourselves. 
The more I think about it, the 
more I believe that you don't 
even take your newsletter 


seriously. 

For example the article in 
#13 "...no to drugs." You 

started out with a good point 
but then in the end went so 
far to the other extreme that 
you sounded as if you were 
writing a satire on yourselves. 

Throughout the paper you 
have these little pictures of 
what government is, all might 
I add negative. I tried to 
imagine a world without a 
government but I couldn't 
because I'm not that unrealistic 
or imaginative. Even an ideal 
society has an unequal class 
system, because no matter 
how you want to work it, 
someone always has the idea 
that their way is better— 
including yourselves. 

You don't actually say in 
your paper what you do believe 
in, except "arm your desires." 

I doubt even you would want 
to live in a place where every¬ 
one did what their own desires 
told them to. In fact if it 
was my desire to mutilate 
your closest and dearest friend 
or even not so extreme, just 
exploit them, what would you 
do then? Arm your desire? 
End result war. 

And what about those 
people whose desire it is to 
support the "700" Club or 
Jerry Falwell. When you play 
your little Falwell game you 
aren't costing them money, 
you' re taking money from 
innocent people who had a 
real desire to support those 
people. You're actually hurting 
the people you claim you 
want to liberate. 

You talk about President 
and Mrs. Reagan being hypo¬ 
critical. You obviously haven't 
looked at yourselves very well. 

If you were really intoested 
in a better world, which I 
question whether you are, 
you would look for the answer 
in the God who created it 
ihstead of from humankind 
who messed it up. 

But then according to you 
there isn't anyone home at 
my house, either. 

Prefer tq remain anonymous 
Columbia, MO. 

Lev Chemyi replies 

Thank you for taking the 
time to write and send your 
somewhat thoughtful letter. 
You're at least partly right— 
we prefer not to take anything 
too seriously, including our¬ 
selves. However, at the same 
time we're dead serkxB about 
our apposition to auttuitarimk 
institutions like the state and 
to all the other forms of 
alienation to which we are 
constantly subjected. 

Regarding the "Just say 
no to all drugs” article, you 
picked ip on the fact that 
it's satire, but you missed 
something somewhere. As 
most people have undoubtedly 
realized, the cover of the 
last issue was a mtirksal ver¬ 
sion of a typical WEEKLY 
WORLD NEWS cover—for 
those who don't already know, 
this is one of thme aoBatkxr- 
alist NATIONAL ENQUIRER- 
clones that sell in sipermarket 


Columbia in perspective by Lev Qiemyi 

HARMONICA VENGEANCE 


I'm not one to want to spoil 
anyone's desire to party. But quite 
often I am repulsed by the ideological 
and institutional detritus, and/or 
the pure interpersonal bullshit, that 
too often goes along with what 
pass for parties around here. 

Take, for instance, the current 
spate of marriages. In the local 
"alternative community" they seem 
to come in spurts of niptial-minded- 
ness that surrender any notion of 
genuine authenticity to the altars 
of the state, religion, and the family, 
the ideal of heterosexual monogamy, 
and the fixed idea of the socially- 
defined "couple." What could be 
genuinely ecstatic and erotic, festivi¬ 
ties affirming the radical comnitment 
of our friends to their mutual chal¬ 
lenge and growth within a caring 
community, usually turn out to be 
boring rituals suffocated by the 
dead-weight of patriarchal, authori¬ 
tarian, and legalistic "traditions." 

Not all are totally devoid of 
life, but most seem hell-bent to 
imitate dual funerals. In one recent 
marriage ceremony I attended, there 
were more ref erences-per-second to 
the old corpse of Bethlehem than 
one usually hears from the nitwit 
televangelists. Family members wanted 
a religious event, and got one with 
a vengeance. Any genuine humanity 
was snuffed out by a nauseating 
blanket of Christian rhetoric and 
conservative morality. I'd rather 
attend a city council meeting and 


watch the powers-that-be line their 
pockets at the public's expense, 
than have to witness the humiliating 
surrender of my friends to marriages 
like this. 

Then again there's the example 
of the recent "Harmonic Convergence" 
gatherings. Instead of celebrating 
this looney event Subgenius-style 
(for those who don't know, the 
Church of the Subgenius is, at its 
best, an irreverently subversive 
mythmaking machine of surreal 
dimensions — at its worst, its just 
harmlessly boring), the participating 
locals actually appeared to take this 
idiocy seriously. The differences 
involved in these two possible per¬ 
spectives are the differences between 
self-parodying comedy and the ear¬ 
nestness of self-lobotomized Jesus- 
freaks, or that between skeptical 
revellers and True Believers. 

Instead of a potentially Ironic 
Insurgence, we were left with a 
spectacle of a merely Moronic 
Resurgence. All the local pinhead 
mystics and purveyors of spiritual 
commodities were out in force, ad¬ 
vertising their latest gullabilities. 
The only thing proven by the whole 
event was that New Ageists will buy 
anything in the Aquarian department 
store, and that they'll flock like 
lemmings when the bargain basement 
rejects are on sale. 

While some of the credulous 
locals were spouting things like, 
"Little beings responsible for main¬ 


taining harmony on the planet 'will 
touch the hearts of humans' and 
awaken in them 'a responsibility 
for peace'"[Columbia Daily THbwe], 
slightly larger beings in the pay of 
the U.S. government were busy 
filling the guts of third world pea¬ 
sants, workers, and students, as 
well as of their innocent children, 
with gifts of lead. The truth of 
this harmonic vision was indicated 
when (I assume) technical errors at 
a local television newsroom resulted 
in an interview with a local Moronic 
Converger turning into a voiceover 
monologue about spiritual peace as 
the video frame switched to images 
of U.S. Navy ships and an animation 
of a "Star Wars" type nuclear war. 

If the Demonic Convent ioners 
really wanted to gather in "power 
centers", instead of taking their 
vacations in Macchu Picchu or at 
the Great Pyramids, they would 
have been better advised to infest 
Washington, D.C. along with the 
nation's banks and corporate board- 
rooms. 

I suppose there may be some¬ 
thing to be said for the choice of 
wholeheartedly adopting the role of 
the (global) village idiot. At least 
the New Ageists seem to think there 
is. 

"I don't want to scare anybody 
off by talking about UFOte," said one 
global idiot, who hopes to "receive 
instruction that will enable [hini) to 
know how to affect the changes 
needed [to forestall Armageddon]." 
He might be better off looking to 
his own mind for "instruction," if 
he can just remember which astral 
plane he lost it on. 
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COMMENTS ON THE LOCAL SCENE 

Towards an open discussion 

of Columbia's 
alternative community 

For the most part the "alternative cormuinity" 
in Columbia has been a dismal failure. Of course, 
it would be unrealistic to expect too much 
from such an amorphous, unorganized and self¬ 
contradictory group of people. Which isn't to 
say that there aren't a few significant achieve¬ 
ments that it can claim —most importantly, 
the Columbia Community Grocery (CCG) and 
KOPN-radio. 

But even these "successes" have turned out 
to have more than their share of flaws. They 
have over and over again proven to be timidly 
defensive, unimaginative, and too often defeatist 
in attitude. The co-op has been diligently run¬ 
ning its finances into the ground for years 
now, at the same time as it has given up on 
much of its pretense to being a genuinely 
cooperative and membership-controlled educa¬ 
tional organization. While KOPN has found that 
the more successful it has become in raising the 
big bucks needed to run a more "professional" 
operation, the farther away it has gotten from 
its original inspiration and purposes (i.e. the 
more it has tended to "sell out"). 

Despite all the shortcomings that we 
criticize in Columbia's alternative community 
(and many people probably would agree that 
we've been among the more outspoken), those 
involved in the Columbia Anarchist League and 
this newspaper obviously remain a vital part of 
it. We have a profound and heartfelt interest 
in, not only this city and region, but even 
moreso in those people and institutions that 
are attempting to challenge the inertia of 
things-as-they-are in order to create what- 
might-be. But, at the same time, even when 
we're intimately involved in cormuinity projects 
and institutions, our influence on fundamental 
principles, policies and strategies usually remains 
marginal—precisely because we're radicals and 
no one wants to hear what we have to say, 
much less seriously discuss the fundamental 
problems we all face as a (more or less genuine) 
community in an open way. 

There are, in my opinion, two related pro¬ 
blems with this community that have led it to 
its present impasse. The first is a consistent fear 
of the expression of radical values and ideas, 
even among those who might identify themselves 
most comfortably in those terms, but especially 
among those whose outlook puts business-as- 
usual "success" ahead of any real agenda for 
social change. (The old "Radical ideas will turn 
off people who might give or spend money" line.) 
The second, and more fundamental problem, 
has been an almost phobic fear of any critical 
public discussion regarding this community, its 
institutions, direction, and potential. I could 
cite many, many examples of this fear, but the 
ones that stand out most prominently for me 
(because of my past intimate participation) 
involved the COG Newsletter, and included 
incidents of attempted censorship, a threat to 
sue the CCG, attempts to delete the newsletter's 
funding, the suppression of one issue's distri¬ 
bution, etc. These incidents finally ceased only 
once the newsletter was silenced. (Recently, 
the first issue of a new series of the newsletter 
was produced, but it remains to be seen if it 
will continue, or if it will be open to discussion 
(Continued on opposite page) 


Spasibo bolshoye 

Continued 

experiment with, make mistakes 
with, be tested on, in the 
crucible of the particular 
campaign—but which they 
will never lose thereafter. 
This is empowerment. Perhaps 
some day, long after they’ve 
forgotten me, some crisis will 
arise and instead of flouncfarirg 
helplessly under the steamroller 
force of the "powers-that-be," 
they will respond, effectively 
with alacrity. Yes, I am a 
recuperator; I try to help 
people recoup power, the 
control over their own lives 
and destinies, of which they 
have been swindled. 

One thing that tends to 
annoy me about anarchists is 
their general tendancy to 
celebrate the solopsistic ado¬ 
lescent rebellion of the privi¬ 
leged scions of plutocracy, in 
a sense taking the part of 
apologists for the elite, "those 
who are not meek, yet none¬ 
theless shall inherit the earth." 
At the same time, anarchists 
are often found to jump at 
the chance to bash those 
fighting the people’s battles. 
In this context, compare your 
canonization of the "women 
with shirts off" demonstrators 
with your facile dismissal of 
the likes of M.L. King and 
Saul Alinsky. I’m sorry—as 
long as there are those who, 
out of need, are inadequately 
clothed, I find it hard to 
muster much righteous indig¬ 
nation against the prohibition 
of public tits. Moreover, the 
smug, elitist exhibitionism of 
such carnivals turns off from 
radicalism exactly those whose 
need for radical reconstruction 
is most desperate. 

All this aside, I try to 
remain open-minded, look 
forward to receiving my future 
issues of Anarchy, and urge 
you to keep up your work 
and remain true to your ideals. 
Yr. humble, obednt. servant, 
L.H., Holyoke, MA. 

Lev salutes Aliroky 

First of ail, let me thank 
you for ascribing. It's always 
nice to know there are a few 
people out there willing to 
put with the "cognitive 
dissonance” (as the sociologifiB 
would say) involved in sub¬ 
scribing to publications they 
fundamentally disagree with. 

Regarding your defense 
of "Alinakyite socialism," I 
think it certainly makes just 
as much sense as "Ghristian 
Marxism,” or "Leninist SodaF 
Deimcracy” does. That is to 
say, it makes as much sense 
as any other luffsiillml ideo¬ 
logy does. 

You don't make it clear 
what distinguish^ your "so¬ 
cialism” from plain old liboal 
reformism, but I can't really 
fault you too much for that 
since hardly any antaqmry 
"socialists” ever bother to try 
these days. I'm sure that 
most don't even think there 
IS a distinction to be made! 
It just goes to show how far 


any genuinely radical nam ing 
of the word "socialism” has 
been eroded. 

If you really WANT to be 
a reformist libml, I oatatnty 
worft fault you far yow choice 
of Saul Alinsky as a model— 
he was probably one of the 
best • •• not dnytte, but because 
of the fact that he always 
operated on a superficial and 
fundamentally noitkal leveL 
He never really attenpted to 
"radicalize" people in any 
genuine sense. His efforts 
were limited to organizing 
and mobilizing people for 
struggles WITHIN the system 
of hierarchical capitalist so¬ 
ciety, not to struggle WITH 
the system itself. And within 
those limits he achieved a 
certain degree of success. 

Of course, even Alinkyites 
don't always regard every 
one of his projects as without 
problems. For one exanple, 
the Back of the Yard Neigh¬ 
borhood Council, an organiza¬ 
tion which he helped start in 
the 30's, evolved into a con¬ 
servative, racist neigfctxxtmi 
protection organization—not 
exactly what he enyfeikiasi at 
its birth. But it wasn't all 
that far from what he DID 
envision, either—only the 
ideological vahu were differ¬ 
ent, not the type of rxganlsB- 
tion, nor the style of activity 
and leadership. 

Alixmky seemed, like you, 
to mistake the idea of mili¬ 
tancy and activism for that 
of radicalism. As has been 
said thousands of times in 
recent decades, radicalism 
involves going to the ROOT 
of problems, while, on the 
other hand, activists and 
militants can often push the 
most slnpllstlc and apafkdal 
of ideas. 

I had hoped to make it 
clear in our AS WE SEE IT! 
statement which you've ob- 
viotmly read, that what makes 
a struggle radical la neither 
its particular content nor its 
level of militancy, (k the face 
of it there la nothing that la 
absolutely, or nec«maarUy 
non-radical about people or¬ 
ganizing to "resist utility 
rate hikes" (the recent auto¬ 
reduction movements In Italy, 
for exanple, were quite full 
of radical promise), or to 
"demand government action" 
to clean ip hazardous waste 
(peramally, I don't want to 
organize an affinity groip to 
take on the task through 
direct action!). 

What tins them into pisely 
reformist activities is both 
their SELF-ISOLATION from 
their overall context and 
their LIMITATION of lamina¬ 
tion and strategy to the ac¬ 
cepted parameters of hierar¬ 
chical thinking and behavior, 
i.e., to the rules of the game 
afeatnMaal by those In poww. 
Unfortunately, Alinsky was 
quite oblivious to these pro¬ 
blems. At most, one might 
thus classify him as an acti- 
vhntildlUd liboal reformist. 

A similar limitation of 
imagination is shown by yoir 
question concerning "who 
cleans ip hazardous waste 


under anarchism?" As if it 
were U.S. senators and iqre 
sentatives thenwelves who 
currently put on the radiation 
suits and do the dirty work! 
Take a few seconds and try 
just once thfairfng far yuslf 
about who might clean ip 
hazardous waste in a non- 
authoritarian society, and 
Just how they might be orga¬ 
nized...and you ndgR aifrlse 
yourself with a fairly plmadbie 
answer! 

On the other hand, your 
critidm of anar c hfc rt rf allied 
"general tmrtmcy to celetnte 
the solopsistic adolescent 
rebellion of the privileged 
scions of the plutocracy, In a 
sense taking the part of biolo¬ 
gists for the elite,” has left 
me scratching my head. What 
is that sipposed to MEAN? 

I don't think that all the 
women taking part in the 
shirtless picnic you refer to 
were just "rich bitches" out 
to increase their pivilb^B as 
the rest of society starves 
around them. Of course, YOU 
aiight not care about it, since 
it isn't YOUR tits which the 
law keeps covered through 
threats of violmce and lu| ii- 
sonment. However, this is not 
only a sexist attitude, but 
just as inportantly, it is a 
failure to see the intimate 
links betseoi our social pov«- 
ty (sexual repression, sex Ian, 
and authoritarian relAhxrtfe* 
in general) and the economic 
poverty which could not exist 
without the authoritarian 
institutions that enforce It. 

It is puzzling to me why 
you sing the praises of "em¬ 
powerment” where community 
organizing is concerned, yet 
shun the obviously self- 
empowering direct action 
involved in the Airttett pkxilc. 
Maybe this is because these 
women took their struggle 
into their own hands, and 
didn't need an outside orga¬ 
nizer to fight their battle far 
them. 

Frankly offended 

Dear Anarchy, 

I just finished reading the 
"letters" section of issue #13 
and frankly, it offended me. 

Why can't you allow indi¬ 
viduals to express their opin¬ 
ions without interrupting 
with "Editor's notes" or dic¬ 
tating the "correct" views in 
sarcastic responses? 

I am an atheist, but I 
recognize the right of others 
to practice their faiths. I am 
a socialist humanist, but I 
understand that some people 
have different ideologies and 
values. Although I whole¬ 
heartedly disagree with the 
readers who say anarchists 
should be shipped out of the 
country, Satan rules "disbe¬ 
lievers," and the Vietnam 
War was justified, I feel they 
have a right to express their 
opinions freely. (Just as I 
have a right to demonstrate 
against Apartheid and U.S. 
intervention in Central Amer¬ 
ica.) But freedom of speech 
isn't enough. I don't believe 
true anarchy— in the form of 
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free action for the individual 
—will occur until our views are 
met with respect and dignity, 
regardless of their content. 

I am anxious to see what 
snide re^onaffi you will publish 
with my letter. How ironic 
that I turn from the close¬ 
mindedness and persecution 
of conservatives, only to find 
equally vehement intolerance 
here! Maybe the two ends of 
the spectrum aren’t so differ¬ 
ent after all. 

Sincerely, 
N.W., Columbia, MO. 

Snide response 

Dear "frankly offended," 

A gold star and one step 
forward for your atheist dis¬ 
belief, but you've taken two 
steps backward with your 
"socialist humanism!" 

First off, I w orate r if yotfre 
ever offended with the 
Ironses to anarchist letters 
in the conservative press, or 
even the "middle-of-the ioacT 
press (whatever that might 
be) or the liberal press? I 
bet not! And just why is 
that? The answr is ob vkmm 
because they refuse to print 
99% of such letters (which of 
course cuts way down on the 
number that are ever written 
in the first place). Well thm, 
how about the a&udiht letters 
to the "socialist humanist" 
press. Struck out again, did 
you? What? No "letters" 
colunms at all? Or at best, 
columns that only allow nice, 
uncritical things to be said; or 
columns in which only 
of letters are allowed. 

How many critical letters 
have you written to the sla¬ 
vering, a a nctasna njoas phlter 
tions of the religious right? 
I bet you haven't bothered 
because you know they wnb- 
n't publish a letter from an 
atheist (even a "socialist 
humanist" one) anyway! So 
what's the problem with our 
practice of {minting every 
letter from every kook who 
bothers to write us? It's the 
fact that we actually tell 
them what we think of their 
letters, that's dal a nmtinal 
sin according to socialist 
humanism, I sigyuse. 

You did catdi me being im¬ 
polite in one respect which I 
normally try to avoid—and 
that was in my interjection 
of an "Editor's note" for 
purposes of humor, rather 
than far in f or m a tion a l pipes 
(my isual policy). My ^ologte. 
And I'll try harder to resist 
the tcaptation in the future. 

But as far as "dictating the 
'correct' views" is ancouL 
You should understand that I 
don't own a dictaphone, and 
I certainly daft have a secre¬ 
tary. If there are any other 
meanings of the verb "dictate* 
that might apply to our prac¬ 
tice of replying to letters 
with statements of our own 
I wttfci yu/d point 
them out to me. In general, 
only those who hold same sort 
of political, eoawnric or social 
power (like the religious 
televangelist craqs) are able 
to "dictate" anything to any¬ 


one. To accuse a truly power¬ 
less little paper like Anaidtjy 
of "dictating* anything can 
only be a monstrous dkUrtkn 
of the truth, i.e. a lie. 

As far as "respect" for 
other peopled views ^pnik» 

I can truly say that I “wpvt* 
the views of jesus freaks, 
"born-ag*ln^ and their funda¬ 
mentalist fascist cousins jmt 
about as much as I r^ect 
the views of Nazis, Leninists, 
and other practictioners of 
mass-murder and torture. 
That is to say, as little as 
possible. 

If you truly believe that 
all views in this world (bsw 
equal raped, no matter how 
heinous, how perverse, or 
how murderous, I would like 
to see you explain such a 
concert to a brutalized South 
African black, or a Central 
American peasant who's seen 
all of her family killed by 
American sigplied and paid- 
for soldiers, or any of a thou¬ 
sand other exanples of other 
people who have had their 
teeth kicked in by all the 
nice folks Mid hold the deadly 
beliefs that you would so 
cavalierly defend. 

The concept of "right” is 
a legal fiction whose force 
only amounts to the belief 
people have in its existence, 
and the force of that belief 
in the face of the contrary 
interests of those who hold 
the real institutional power 
in society. If a right exists 
at all in practice it is only 
because those with power 
allow it to exist for now. 
Tomorrow the government 
might just as easily abolish 
any right it chooses to. And 
unless it happens to step on 
the toes of enough people 
aim have ouigh (nfRav^Uiig 
collective power to cause it 
some trouble, you can kiss 
that right goodbye. So you 
are quite free to "recogni^ 
the right of othexs to (n^tks 
their faiths" (as long as their 
faiths don't allow sarcastic 
criticism, I sqpse), but that 
doesn't mean shit to any 
government, or any other 
authoritarian gro«^ a nywhere 
in the world. Most of the 
blacks of South Africa have 
learned that lesson by now. 
Many peasants in Central 
Aomrica have, too. Ifs about 
time that more of the privi¬ 
leged would-be radicals In 
the U.S. learned it also. 

Anarchists, cm the other 
hand, have been well aware 
of this lesson for gmaitim . 
It's oh so nice of you to 
"wholeheartedly disagree with 
the readers aim say a arohhb 
should be shipped out of the 
country.” But you weren't 
"offended” by this. I'm sorry 
to say, even though hundreds, 
if not thousands of anarchttfs 
have been deported from the 
U.S., and not so long ago 
either, by the same sort of 
self-righteous patriotic and 
religious zealots who have 
been disr^mccfVtlly criticized 
in these pages. 

"True anarchy" as you call 
it, will not exist until all 


libertarian views are met 
with respect of some sort, 
and all authoritarian views 
are greeted with derlskm and 
distaste. As long as people 
can exploit, mnlove, <tmtnate, 
and stppres others, the view 
and faiths which condom and 
si^port this are worthy of 
nothing but our contenjrt. If 
this contempt constitutes 
"intolerance” in yew Iggnge 
so be it. 

Lev Ghernyi 

Athens anarchists 

Hello pals and happy (active) 
New Year, 

We’re an anarchist grotp 
in Athens and after we saw 
your address in Maximum 
RockVloll we decided to 
contact you to learn some 
things about your activity in 
Columbia. As soon as we have 
your answer we'll give you 
info about our movement in 
Greece, which counts about 
5,000 comrades in Athens and 
many more in the other cities, 
with many magazines, bulletins, 
fanzines and more. 

We enclose a weekly (not 
always) bulletin, The A nar chi s t, 
which contains news from 
Greece and elsewhere (Spain, 
Portugal, and U.K. and French 
revolts).... 

Solidarity and Anarchy, 
Y.K., Athens, Greece 

Creative adjectives 

Anarchy, 

'Elio! I could think up a 
list of creative adjectives 
and adverbs to tell you folks 
how much I dig your paper... 
But then my request for a 
subscription speaks for itself! 
On second thought—the coiple 
of issues I held in my sweaty 
palms were not only stimu¬ 
lating, thought provoking and 
informative, but more fun 
than a barrel of hyenas, I 
mean monkeys!... The "Playing 
for keeps" by Alf Sprack in 
issue #12 especially made me 
think... 

I am right in the throes 
of adolescence (16—ugh) and 
feel that already I need to 
break the habit I've become. 
I see a lot of kids at school 
writing the 6 everywhere— 
but when I approach them to 
talk I discover they aren't 
even interested in anarchism! 
It's just fashion, or some¬ 
thing. .. I don't know if I 
understand anarchism conplete- 
ly; but what I do know makes 
sense... I learn about it more 
A more each day, through 
publications such as this one, 
old Anirdns journals from 
the 60's (WOWOW!), thinking 
A pondering on my own and 
reading... I also pass my dog¬ 
eared issue #12 on to friends, 
people who are interested 
and who are attempting to 
THINK and who care enough 
to try to change things (at 
least themselves), instead of 
thinking about their fucking 
prom... 

In other words: I like 

Anarchy; a journal of Desire 
Armed!... 
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I screwed up and got a 
money order for $2.00 instead 
of $3.00—so enclosed is $1.00 
in cash to add to it. (There 
is something unnatural about 
writing "Pay to the order of 
Anarchy, C.A.L." under the 
ugly heading of formal Money 
Order—C. National Bank... 
But then $ itself is unnatural... 
Yet obscenely necessary... 
LA, LA, LA, LA 

(What?? You anarchists 
don't believe in God??? Aren't 
you afraid you'll go to 
Heck???) 

Sincerely, 
S.U., Champaign, IL. 


ItcoEndoiely moved 

Dear comrades A friends in 
struggle, 

I had the delightful oppor¬ 
tunity to share a copy of 
your publication, Anarchy; a 
journal of Desire Armed #12, 
a few nights ago, and I found 
it terrifically fascinating and 
informative. Thus, I am moti¬ 
vated at this time to request 
that I be considered for place¬ 
ment on your mailing list to 
receive future copies of your 
journal. I'd appreciate that 
much!!! 

(Continued next page) 


Towards a discussion 
of Columbia's 
alternative community 

CONTINUED 

if it does.) Similar struggles occurred (and 
occur still) at KOPN. 

So, what can be done about this situation? 
One obvious step is to initiate an open, far- 
ranging discussion of our community within 
these pages. Despite the fact that most people 
have shown in the past that they don f t want 
to discuss such things publicly, we believe that 
the only way forward is through an increase in 
communication, and an increase in our collective 
self-consciousness. And these things won't hap¬ 
pen unless we work at them. It's simply not 
enough for us to continue to rely conpletely on 
the same old channels of informal griping and 
in-group gossip. The construction of a genuine 
community requires much more. 

Beginning with the next issue of Anarchy, 
I'd like to start setting aside at least a page 
per issue for such a discussion. If there is more 
interest, more space will be set aside. Whereas, 
if no one responds to this invitation, you 1 11 
just get more griping from me in this space 
until you do. What are your thoughts on the 
local "alternative cormiunity?" What is it? Where 
is it headed? Where should it be headed? What's 
wrong and what's right with KOPN? the CCG? 
Catalpa Tree Cafe? the Columbia Anarchist 
League? the Committee Against Intervention? 
the Chautauqua Center? Mid-Missouri Nuclear 
Freeze? Shantytown Activists? Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional? Families for Missouri Midwives? Columbia 
Medigroup?... What are our differences? What do 
we share? What prevents us from working and 
playing together more? Where do we go from 
here? -Lev Chemyi 


AS WE SEE IT! 

-Columbia anarchist league 

Common perspectives on ourselves, 
our world and social change. 
Send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope for 
a free copy. 
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Address your request to: C.A.L., POB 380, 
Columbia, MO. 65205 
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IhnaidaBly moved 

Continued 

I am presently a political 
prisoner, illegally incarcerated 
in one of Alabama's more 
notorious slave-kolonies, con¬ 
tinuously struggling to over¬ 
come my imprisonment and 
return to the society-at-laige 
to live my life. 

I am also recognized 
hereabouts and around the 
kountry as the present chair¬ 
man of Inmates for Action, 
Atmore/Holman Collective; 
vice president of Just Us, a 
paralegal/ inmate assistance 
groip with chapters in other 
states now blossoming into 
life.... 

I was tremendoisly moved 
by the article by Alf Sprack, 
"Notes on playing for keeps." 
I found that although I relate 
to myself as a revolutionary, 
and advocate social change in 
ways that enhance and reject 
human rights, eradicate ignor¬ 
ance, mis-education, poverty, 
neo-slavery (prisons A jails), 
racism, sexism, and promote 
creative social transformation 
by whatever means available 
and/or necessary to secure 
that end, etc., etc., the ideas 
and issues were found much 
in common with mine. Anyway, 


maybe another time I'll com¬ 
ment more extensively "how 
so!" 

I must commend all of 
you for a beautiful journal; 
do keep on pushing forward 
al ways—Chimuneng a! 

In struggle (protracted), 
S.C., Atmore, AL. 

How are you? 

C.A.L. (or whoever wrote me), 

How are you? Me fine. I 
guess. 

Well, where should I start? 
(ha!ha!) I got kicked out of 
this counseling place 2 weeks 
ago, because I poured my 
hairspray on the table and lit 
it. (Big fucken deal!) and I 
almost got put in the hospital 
for that! (Fucken lame, huh?) 
Cuz I was "told" I'm a very 
depressed child. Stressed out, 
and "their" afraid I'm gonna 
hurt myself, (not kill, "hurt" 
ha!ha!) and I'm very dangeroifi! 
Boy, don't let me in your 
house!! I'll make your house 
into a blow torch! (ha!ha!) 

Only, if you could be with 
me now!!? Riding along the 
coast, with the fucken sun in 
my eyes (er!) A the big waves. 
WOWEE!! 

I'm late for woke! (er!) 
work, I mean. Oh well. 

Gosh!! Boy this letter is 
very interesting! I wanna 
listen to the Cure. But my 
recorder don't work! (that 
good) So I'm bummed! 

(The god damn sun is in 
my fucken eyes!) er! er! 

Then, a coiple days before 
I got kicked out of that coim- 
seling place, I did Acid, and 
almost had a heart attack, 
and I was sinking on my bed, 
etc. Then I was drug-free for 
a week; then this guy got me 
stoned. Then I bought weed. 


Then I smoked some today 
and it was so gross! Oh well! 

I am so pissed! I took the 
wrong bus and I'm 2 hours 
late!! Oh well, it's time to go 
home now!! Shit! And now I 
have no transfer mmey either! 
Oh no! (These Mexicans have 
no money either!) 

I finally listen to the Cure. 
Talk about Boredom!! These 
Mexicans don't talk English 
A oh...!! 

What did my letter say? 
Its not like I don't want you 
to print it. But I dont' wanna 
make a fool out of myself! 
(lil^e I always do!).... 

I think Anarchy fanzine is 
good. I guess. Well, I don't 
understand "anarchy" (Crass, 
either) so? 

I like the letter section, 
does that count?? (Plus, all 
my zines are at my friends 
house cuz I had to hide all 
my letters if I went to the 
hospital).... Did I tell you 
about charging phone calls? I 
do it all the time. I thought 
I was gonna get caught. But 
that was like 2 months after? 
So? 

Then this guy taught me 
how to do free mail...I don't 
know how he does it. But all 
my mail gets sent back...I 
guess you could get royal 
shafted by the federal govern¬ 
ment, or some shithead like 
that. 

I might get in trouble! I 
sent some weed in this guy's 
letter...he'll probably shit 
when he finds it! ha!ha! 

I met this black guy! He is 
so rich it's pitiful! He has a 
911 Porsche and a Yolvo and 
his own apartment! Mega 
everything. He drove me home. 
For some reason I could talk 
to him. I'm usually the kind 
of person who's shy. (Believe 
it or not!) So?? 

Well, I got to write this 
chick in New Jersey. I think 
she's mad at me! 0h!!0h!! 

I stole me some earings 
tonight. I thought they were 
crosses, but they were loops! 
I'll live, if my ears don't get 
infected!! 

Well, I better go... 

T., San Marcos, CA. 

More greens 

Hello Anarchy, 

I thought I had read all 
of issue 12 , but I just dis¬ 
covered at the end of the 
letters section something I 
wasn't expecting. I hope you 
get lots of mail, and reconsider 
continuing the printing of 
the programme of the Greens 
of West Germany. I thought 
the commentary was particu¬ 
larly good. No doubt the 
Greens provide a slot for 
those who feel the need to 
pull the lever for socio-ecolo¬ 
gical change, as well, probably, 
as an outlet for those who 
want to express their disaf¬ 
fection with the W. German 
elite and the major parties 
but who still believe voting 
can make a substantial dif¬ 
ference. Well, anyway, I'd be 
interested in reading more. 

Cheers, 
M.C., Brooklyn, N.Y. 



BLACK FLAG, BM Hurricane, London WC1N 3XX 


(Editor's note: One jeer afta 
the preamble of the Federal 
Program* of the West temn 
Greens was published (with 
cmsnentary) by Anarchy this 
Is only the th i w i requst wePve 
recieved to <Mhwa p hlMAg 
the remaining parts of the 
prcgrame. hue to the obdos 
lack of interest, we no lager 
intend to publish more.) 

Repulsive response 

Lev, 

The only Anarchy; a journal 
of Desire Armed that I've 
read is the Fall/Winter '86 
issue (which someone gave 
me last night), so this resptuse 
is a bit late, but I just wanted 
to let you know that I thought 
your response to F.S.'s "Charge 
my battery" letter was almost 
as repulsive as the "repent or 
die" religious tracts you attack 
on the previous page. In your 
own way you are as narrow¬ 
minded as the people you 
condemn. You deride the w 
man who coriplained about 
your sexist graphic for seeing 
things as black or white, A I 
completely agreed with your 
argument, yet you yourself 
seem to see religion as always 
evil, never good. I'm not 
religious myself A am not 
peaking specifically in defowe 
of religion, but you of all 
people should know that you 
can't break things down into 
such simple terms. Have you 
been so sheltered or blind as 
to never have seen religious 
groups and people who don't 
attempt to convert, or push 
their philosophy down others' 
throats A Insist that their 
way is the only right way? 
You notice the groips which 
are pushy A fundamental just 
as the media chooses to notice 
A give coverage to the punks 
who are destructive, senselessly 
violent, A usually stupid to 
boot. I'm sure you know some 
punks who don't make a career 
of burglarizing places, picking 
on some poor cops, doing 
drugs, A saying "Fuck" all 
the time. That's the stereoty¬ 
pical image, though, A stereo¬ 
types suck. 

I know people, personal 
friends who believe in God A 
are religious in their own 
way, A go to churches which 
allow them to be religious in 
their own way. In my old 
house we lived fairly close to 
a community of Mennonites 
who were the epitome of 
"live A let live;" they lived 
as they thought best according 
to God's laws A didn't try to 
convert or put down people 
who were different. If you 
would look around, you would 
see that those who preach 
fire A brimstone don't make 
up the majority. And you act 
as though their interpretation 
of the Bible is the only one, 
when in actuality the Bible 
can be interpreted much more 
liberally than you would have 
us think. Half the scary "facts" 
that fundamentalists throw at 
non-believers are really only 
their interpretations of ambi¬ 
guous statements A stories. 
And as most people know, 
the Bible contradicts itself 


sometimes, so two people 
could have differing views 
and lifestyles A still be equally 
religious. Do you see what 
I'm saying? Personally, I don't 
think the Bible is such a 
magnificent work of literature 
A preaches such an appealing 
lifestyle that I would want to 
live by it. But you over¬ 
emphasize its rigidity A the 
alleged slave-like obedience 
it demands. 

Y 014 remind me of my 
agnostic father in that when 
anyone mentions religion to 
him, he brings ip the Oreades, 
the Inquisition, etc., etc. 
Well, I don't think it takes 
much of an IQ at all to see 
that these corript people 
were not living by the word 
of God, so why even use 
them as examples of Religion? 
They are examples of the 
very sins Christ was preaching 
against. And if that thought 
has never crossed your mind, 
then you sure don't think 
very far beyond your nice 
convenient argument. I hate 
it when I have to argue against 
anarchists, A people who are 
anti-religious, because I know 
they have a lot of worthwhile 
goals A original ideas, but 
narrow-mindedness in any 
form offends me. 

Thanks for hearing me 
out. I know that you won't 
believe it but I'm not a reli¬ 
gious person. Also, other 
than other certain aforemoi- 
tioned aspects, I was pretty 
impressed by your zine A 
enjoyed the hell out of it. 
Send me your next issue 
(money enclosed), A write 
back if you have the time. 

Here's a quote from King 
Crimson I thought you might 
like: 

You don't possess me, 
don't impress me 

Just ipset my mind. 

Can't instruct me 
or conduct me 

Just use ip my time... 

Peace, 
Sincerely, 
A., East Peoria, IL. 

Lev replies 

Thanks for writing. I en¬ 
joyed reading your letter, 
though I must disagree with 
several of your points. 

First of all, my ramose 
to the "Charge my battery” 
letter was tntaitkmUy npul- 
sive for two reasons. In the 
first place, the letter itself 
was so repugnant that I 
thought it deserved a 
thoroughly sarcastic reply. 
And secondly, I waa tired of 
having to reply to the same 
old religious arguments (or 
rather lack thautf) and hoped 
to discourage any more of 
such dimwltted letters. You 
know what I mean, all they 
can say is "Believe in my 
brand of religion and all your 
problems will be solved.” 
There's hardly a hint of any 
intelligence or personality 
involved. Just the dreadful 
repetition of the same old 
millennial lies. I've seen kmr- 
quats with higher IQfs. 

You seem to think that I 
am "narrow-minded" because 
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I criticize ALL religion, and 
not just the fundamentalist 
varieties (that you dorft like), 
but I fail to see that there 
is all that much fundamental 
difference between them. In 
particular you coapare my 
criticism of religion to the 
hysterical anti-sextan I criti¬ 
cized elsewhere in the last 
issue. But according to your 
logic, which confuses the 
context involved, I would be 
"narr ow minded * if, for in¬ 
stance, I was critical of ALL 
Nazis, and not just the hard¬ 
core ones! You are correct in 
seeing that acme sort of range 
of beliefs is always involved. 
But it hardly follows that 
when one criticizes the stole 
range, it is automatically 

You are also ultimately 
right in maintaining that 
"you can't break things down 
into such staple terms." But 
once again, you confuse the 
context. All I was doing was 
answering a ooiple of partlmr* 
larly obnoxious letters. I was 
hardly engaged in writing a 
definitive fay on the sititle- 
ties of religion and atheism. 
Although, I assure you this 
topic will receive attention 
in an tpcoming issue of the 
paper. 

But to clarify my own 
critique of religion briefly 
here, I don't condemn all 
facets of all reUgkxw without 
regard for their details. What 
I consistently condemn is 
what I see as the essence of 
all wHgi i— » dStqhydml 

division of the world (which 
I view as a whole) into two 
arbitrary, yet absolute, fhra 
of the sacred and the profane 
(or good and evil, divine and 
mundane, etc.), (toe an abso¬ 
lute judgement like this is 
made, it inevitably leads the 
way towards all the other 
abuses involved in the whole 
phenomenon of religion— 
authoritarianism ^lftfcn, anti¬ 
rationalism, scapegoating, 
violence, suppression of the 
heathen and heretics, and 
self-repression. I don't just 
criticize fundamentalists be¬ 
cause all religions share this 
whole syndroae of synptoink. 
Some may be less virulent 
than others, but they all 
share the same underlying 
pathology. 

Even the Mennonitea re¬ 
produce this syndra^ tinph 
their eftreue minority statm, 
and their relatively padltatk 
views ameliorate some of the 
worst excesses of those reli¬ 
gious groups more open to 
overt mt^nisn and vioksme. 
Instead they concmttrate on 
reproducing a more "liberal" 
form of individual and com¬ 
munity self-r^vmmion, along 
with the same old rigid forms 
of mor altam and irrationalism. 
If they are the "exception," 
they sure do prove the rule! 

Even more dubious than 
your confusions of context 
mentioned above, though, is 
your staple-minded defense 
of religion from its own hftsfcvy 
of excesses. When miUkns of 
witches and other pagans 
were massacred by (toisttans 
throughout Europe in the 


name of God, it would appear 
fagOBIIB to claim that rpU gfcn 
wasn't involved. Were these 
people then atheists? With 
logic like this, every crime, 
genocide and infamy of hfatmy 
can easily be repudiated by 
all the relevant groips. Cbm- 
munists weren't REALLY re¬ 
sponsible for tenin, Trotsky, 
'Stalin, Mao's, etc. reigns of 
terror, torture and murder. 
The Nazis and fra cis t s wow/t 
such bad guys after all; it 
was just a few rotten apples 
who made them all look bad. 
And as for the ubiquitous 
practice of U.S. planned, 
controlled and pata-for butch¬ 
ery airraid the gk)be...at>vkifily 
no "real Americans" could be 
involved. You're precisely 
right that it doesn't take 
"very much of an Uf to iguxe 
the facts of history. In fact, 
I would supun that the lower 
the IQ the easier it is to 
conclude that 2+2=5 and that 
1+1 could never in a million 
years equal 2. 

And finally, I hove a ques¬ 
tion for you. If these are 
such "nice convenient" argu¬ 
ments, then why is it so few 
people have the courage to 
make them? Do you think it 
could have anything to do 
with the near universal sali¬ 
vation to the words "God," 
"Spirit," "Religion,” and 
"Morality" in the U.S. today? 

Salute to ANARCHY 

Friends, 

I salute you on the excel¬ 
lent Fall/Winter Anarchy. 
Especially enjoyed Lev’s "Bio- 
regional vision" review, which 
is part of a very important 
series, and the letters pages, 
with the no-punches-pul led 
replies. 

Murray Bookchin's "Liber¬ 
tarian municipalism" plea for 
a local electoral politics, on 
the other hand, struck me as 
bankrupt and pathetic. He 
seeks to reverse the healthy, 
negative trend away from 
involvement in the whole 
racket of representation, 
using terms like "community" 
and "democracy" which his¬ 
torically have only served to 
valorize domination. His exam¬ 
ples illustrate perfectly this 
point: Athenian "democracy" 
was the rule of a handful 
over all slaves, craftsmen and 
women; the New England 



town meeting was merely 
window dressing for stark 
hierarchy. 

Little wonder that his long- 
winded pitch ends ip with a 
near-hysterical attack on 
those partisans of "self- 
righteous purity," "dogmatism," 
"rigidity," etc. who reject 
such political nonsense. I 
say, no thanks to being a 
model citizen. Fuck state 
authority at every level! 

J.Z., Eugene, OR. 

Voracious wolves 

Dear Anarchy, 

First of all, a big thanks 
for the three issues of Anar¬ 
chy. Here's a check for six 
issues. Anyway, on this here 
subject, anarchism, I could 
write a verbose treatise. But 
I'll keep it short. In this 
semi-democratic republic 
(Amerikkka) people are free 
to starve, and free to bitch 
about it. There's a preoccipa- 
tion to synchronize with the 
economic flow; in other words, 
to make money. Money is 
addictive. It's insatiable. It's 
so insatiable, it can result in 
crime. Wage slaves hunger 
for the profit motive That's 
why the hippies became yup¬ 
pies. Like voracious wolves. 
They saw the capitalist prey. 
Why tear down capitalism, 
when you can be a capitalist? 

So with all this money¬ 
making preoccupation, who 
cares about politics? That is 
the sentiment of the American 
citizen. And the vehement 
sentiment of the refugees 
from commie countries. With 
this sentiment, the everyday 
north american can't see 
politics beyond the democratic, 
republican realm, The Russian 
boogieman, and a smorgasboard 
of single issues. You know, 
prayer in school, abortion, 
handguns, animal rights, nukes, 
etc., etc. With this onslaught 
of single issues people are so 
overwhelmed they revert into 
their little shells, and say 
"fuck you, me first!" I need a 
fix! Give me money! I need it! 

With the capitalists control¬ 
ling the newspapers, TV, 
radio stations, plus the govern¬ 
ment controlling schools, no 
wonder nobody knows what 
anarchy is. Unless you're in 
a political science class, you 

(Continued next page) 




Letters 


COMMENTS ON LIBERTARIAN MUNICIPALISM 

Towards a discussion 
of anarchist strategies 

Elsewhere on this page John Zerzan ("Salute 
to Anarchy") gives a short criticism of Murray 
Bookchin's essay, "Theses on libertarian munici¬ 
palism," which was reprinted in the last issue of 
Anarchy. But, while John T s critique is cogent and 
important, it seems to me to miss addressing a 
serious question which I intended to raise by 
publishing Bookchin T s essay. And that question 
concerns what, if any, possible strategies are 
open to anarchists in our current situation. 

Bookchin's strategy of libertarian municipalism, 
though it has some obvious problems (not the 
least of which concern precisely the points brought 
up by Zerzan), at least constitutes a genuine 
attempt to address the question of how we can 
attempt to move from here-and-now to a more 
anarchistic society. In many ways it resembles 
one of the more "successful" strategies pursued by 
anarchists in the relatively recent past (and to a 
much lesser extent in the present)-anarchosyndi- 
calism. And as such it shares some of the same 
strengths and weaknesses possessed by anarcho- 
syndicalism. 

Despite the inherent problems involved in 
such an institutional approach to anarchist activity, 
the idea of libertarian municipalism is somewhat 
attractive to me (minus the electoralism). At 
times it seems that it just might be possible to 
take this approach without compromising the 
essential integrity of an anarchist perspective, 
though the pressures to succumb to an overly 
reformist (and electoral) orientation would be 
severe (As witness, Murray Bookshin f s current 
submersion in the quagmire of green politics and 
his unhappy reconciliation with the idiocy of 
Charlene Spretnak's green spiritualism). 

Such a strategy could theoretically allow for 
the creation of an essentially anarchistic, but 
broader-based, movement, much like the anarcho- 
syndicalist synthesis did. It could even theoreti¬ 
cally provide a possibility for anarchists to work 
with libertarian socialists, the more socially con¬ 
scious of the "greens" and other semi-radical 
ecological activists, radical feminists, etc., in an 
essentially libertarian movement. Though chances 
are great the whole attempt would ultimately 
prove a fiasco. 

The only real alternative to some form of 
libertarian municipalism, it seems to me, is the 
conscious choice of a basically insurrectionist 
approach. Anarchosyndicalism is ill-fitted to con¬ 
temporary workplace realities in most of the U.S. 
The cooperative movement has for the most part 
always been a sell-out. And all the other possi¬ 
bilities that I can think of off hand have so 
compromised themselves that I can't take any of 
them seriously. At the same time, a purely insur¬ 
rectionist approach seems sterile to me—in the 
sense that it may so refuse compromises with 
the real world that it loses all contact with it. 

Nevertheless, my own approach has always 
been basically insurrectionist, although with a large 
dose of "pragmatism" or "realism" thrown in. 
Thus, I have participated at various times in 
anarchist education and communication projects 
(like this paper), cooperatives and collectives of 
various types, and even a rather miserable attenpt 
at neighborhood self-organization. But these 
activities have always been based upon the 
assumption that they are not just ends in them¬ 
selves. But rather that their primary importance 

(Continued on next page) 
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more than just ludicrous 
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February 9. 19B7 

Oregon Daily Emerald 

Nevada 

Continued from Page 4 

The task of organizing the 
demonstration fell to blue- 
shirted “peacekeepers,” who 
had been trained to keep the en¬ 
tire event non-violent and to 
register those planning “CD,” 
civil disobedience. Equipped 
with walkie-talkies, they 
ironically mirrored the Nye 
County deputies on the other 
side of the cattle guard. The 
police even placed a board over 
the cattle guard for the pro¬ 
testers’ convenience. 

It lasted two hours. In a form 
of assembly line mass arrest, the 
people stepped up to the boun¬ 
dary, were warned of arrest if 
they crossed it, and were fitted 
with a pair of disposable plastic 
handcuffs. 


It is more obvious every day that only those 
who have no interest in transforming this desolate 
society continue to perform the absurd little "civil 
disobedience" gestures of the "peace movement." 

Over and over and over their pious rituals are 
enacted for the media, mimicking in miniature the 
same refusal to confront a miserable social structure 
and culture that Ghandi embodied. 

Every part of this world cries out to be chal¬ 
lenged and overcome, down to its roots. Civilization, 
in its possibly terminal crisis, must be re-^praisecfc 
its very technology threatens global extinction 
while rendering our lives empty, routinlzed and 
neurotic. 

Devoid of real critique, respectful of authority, 
as tedious as our commodified, wage-slavery con¬ 
finement, the "peace" charades are truly a bad 
joke at all levels. 

POB 11331 
Eugene, OR. 97*m0 
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Voracious wolves 

Continued 

think anarchy means no line 
in the middle of the street. 
So what's the answer? To 
penetrate the obscurantist 
for? Teach-ins? Unite^d front 
for the anti-statist movement? 
Armed struggle? Demonstra¬ 
tions? I just don't know? 
Anarchism now, especially 
yankee, is just a gamut of 
transitory bi-monthly rags. 
White, middle-class collegiate 
intellectualism. And indolent 
slobs who think too much. 
You get ten anarchists in a 
room. You get 20 different 
versions of anarchism, with 
neat little tags. Like for ex¬ 
ample, anarcho-communism, 
anarcho-capitalism (libertarian¬ 
ism), anarcho-new^age-femlnist- 
stigmatism, on and on. What's 
an unaware novice supposed 
to think? 

What is anarchy? What's 
not? What about the working 
class in this agenda of utopia? 
You think a Bruce Springsteen 
proletariat can comprehend 
the small print of an Open 
Road or Overthrow [editor's 
note: an anarchist and a y%(rie 
publication, respectively]. 
Attention span of a conrnoner 
can't handle a 2,000 word 
essay about the Congo war 
of liberation. I know cuz I 
tried to read Pierre-Joseph 
Proudhon. Couldn't keep my 
eyes open. 

Has anarchism become an 
esoteric joke? Tm not laughing. 
But what the hell, thanks for 
listening. 

1 Another anarchist against 
anarchy. 

Stephen Jay Morris, 
Los Angeles, CA. 
(You can use my name, the 
FBI knows me.) 
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Towards a discussion 
of anarchist strategies 

CONTINUED 

lies in preparing the ground for more conscious, 
more direct, and more explicitly anarchistic acti¬ 
vities as our social reality lurches along toward 
the inevitable breaks in its fabric large enough 
to allow small-scale insurrectionary activity to 
occur—wildcat strikes, riots, spontaneous demon¬ 
strations, collective non-compliance and refusal, 
occupations, etc. And, of course, once small-scale 
insurrection becomes possible, wider horizons are 
opened up for the potential construction of gen¬ 
uine forms of popular, directly democratic and 
antiauthoritarian power. 

Still, I’m not entirely happy with this formu¬ 
lation. And I'd like to see the whole topic of 
strategy given some discussion by other anarchists 
who may be able to provide some greater insights 
into our contemporary possibilities. Anyone else 
have some new and exciting ideas on this old, 
but fundamental, topic? -Lev Chernyi 



F Christian censorship 

t To the editor, 

I couldn't get the 
T to print this letter. I would Y 
appreciate it if you wuld. It 
presents an opposing view to 
many of the letters that re¬ 
cently appeared in the Man- 

I eater circa March 12, 1987. » 
B.C., Columbia, MO. I 

(Editor's note: The Mane a ter P 
is a local, omvaiive student h 
newspaper published for Uni- 
veroity of Missouri studoits.) 


To the 
David 


editor, f 

Palm's statement that I 

HI l‘"'T r 


Christianity is "not just a 
philosophy" shows that he 
doesn't know as much about 
Christianity as he thinks he 
knows, and nothing at all 
about philosophy. 

Philosophy is a methodology 
for finding answers that uses 
logical aigumoits and analysis, 
neither of which have even 
the remotest connection to the 
thing called Christianity. 
Christianity is completely 
illogical. 

Furthermore, the fact that 
the fundamental connandnents 
of Jesus have no acconpanying 
arguments or explanations 
indicates that they have no 
connection to God. After all, 

' i iiiiuimmi 


till 

when parents teach a child 
good behavior, if they expect 
compliance as well as psycho¬ 
logical growth, they won't 
just order the child around. 
They will explain why he or 
she should do certain things. , 
This will help the child under¬ 
stand and lead to better accep¬ 
tance of the rules. 

Do Christians really believe 
that God is dumb enough to 
just order people about with 
no explanation of the rules? 
It's an idiotic notion. It would 
make more sense to believe 
that Satan wrote the Bible. 

When one considers the 
bloody, violent history of 
Christianity that idea seems 
to make even more sense. 
Satan may be laughing his 
head off at the foolish and 
assinine antics of gullible 
Christians who he was able I 
to deceive and manipulate 
like puppets on a string by 
simply writing a book. 

Talk about your mini-series: 
the Crusades, the Spanish i 
Inquisition, the virtual exter¬ 
mination of the friendly Ara- 
wak Indians by the Spanish 
led by that "heroic" Christian 
named Columbus, the violence 
in Northern Ireland and the 
apartheid in South Africa are 
just a small sample of the 
entertainment that Christians 
have provided Satan over the 
years. 

It's time to relegate 
Christianity to the dustbin of 
history. 

Bob Cunningdale 
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